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THE 
LOR Ds SUPPER 
EXPLAINED, Ge. 


SECTION I. 
The Scripture- Account of the Lord's Su pper. 


H E Foundation of any juſt Notions 
of the Lord's Supper muſt lie in thoſe 


Places of Scripture, where the Inſtitu- 


tion of it by our Lord is recorded,. and where his 
Apoſtles make any Remarks upon it. I ſhall take 

them in order, as they ſtand in the new Teſtament, 
| Intermixing tie beſt Explications I can give. 

Mat. xxvi. 26, 27, 28. And as they were eating 
the Paſſover, Feſus took the bread, or unleavened 
Cakes, and having bleed God, he brake it into ſe- 
veral Pieces, and gave thoſe Pieces to his diſciples, 
or Scholars, and ſaid, Take this Bread, and eat it; 
this is a Repreſentation of my body, who am your 
Maſter and Teacher, which I order you to eat as 
ſuch. And having taken the cup of Wine, and 
given thanks to God, he gave it to them, ſaying, 
Drink ye all of it: For this is a Repreſentation of 
my blood of, or which hath Relation to, tbe new 


A 2 = Teſtament, 
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Teſtament, Covenant, or Deed of Gift, which is 


ſhed for many, for the Remiſſion of Sins, and for ob- 
raining of eternal Life, which is included in the 
Remiſſion of Sins. | 


Mark xiv. 22, 23, 24. And as they did eat the 


Paſſover, Jeſus took bread, or unleavened Cakes, 
and having bleſſed God, brake it into Pieces : and 
he gave it unto them, his Diſciples, or Scholars, and 
ſaid; Take this Bread, and eat it: for it is a Re- 
preſentation of ny body, who am your Teacher; 
and do you conſider and eat it as ſuch. And he 
zook the cup of Wine, and having given thanks to 
God, he gave it to them, and they all drank of it. 
And he ſaid unto them, This Wine 7s a Repreſenta- 
tion of my blood of, or which hath relation to, e 
new Teſtament, Covenant, or Deed of Gift, ich 
is ſhed for many, to obtain the Pardon and Salva- 
tion of Mankind. : 5 

Luke xxii. 19, 20. And he took bread, and gave 
thanks to God, and break it into ſeveral Pieces, and 


gave thoſe Pieces unto them, his Diſciples, ſaying, 


This is a Repreſentation of my body, who am your 
Teacher, which is given, or ſacrificed, for you to 


feed upon, and to be nouriſhed by it: Do, or 


eat, this in Remembrance of me, your Maſter and 
Teacher, by bringing to mind what I have taught 
you, and the Example of Virtue and Piety which 
I have ſet before you, that you may improve in 
all moral Excellence. Likewiſe alſo he took the 
cup of Wine, after Supper, or at the Concluſion 
of it, ſaying, this cup of Wine is a Repreſentation 
of the new Teſtament, Covenant, Deed of Gift, or 
Grant of Favour, which God of his great Mercy 
hath freely beſtowed upon the ſinful,” periſhing 


World, and which is eſtabliſhed ia my Blood, my 


perfect Obedience to God, and Goodneſs to Man- 


kind, 


— 
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kind, which is ſhed for you, to redeem you from 


Sin and Death, and to obtain for you the Inheri- 
tance of eternal Life, | _— 
Thus the Lord's Supper was inſtituted. And 
the firſt Converts to Chriſtianity, every where, 
did celebrate it, under the Notion of Breaking of 
Bread, putting that which was a Part of the Or- 
dinance for the Whole. 
Acts ii. 42. And they, the firſt Converts among 
the Jews, continued ſtedfaſtly in the apoſiles doctrine 
and fellowſhip, and in breaking of bread, celebrating 
the Lord's Supper, and in prayer. V. 46. And 
they continued daily in the temple, for publick Wor- 
ſhip; and, for Chriſtian Worſhip, breaking bread, 
celebrating the Lord's Supper, from houſe to houſe, 


in their own private houſes, having then pro- 


bably no particular Place appropriated to Chriſ- 
tian Worſhip. | 
Acts xx. 7. And upon the firſt day of the Week, 
when the diſciples came together, or aſſembled, to 
break bread, to celebrate the Lord's Supper. 
1 Cor. x. 16, 17. The Cup of Bleſſing, or of 


Praiſe to God, which we Chriſtians blejs, or re— 


ceive with "Thankſgiving to God in the Lord's 
Supper, is it not, doth it not denote, the commu- 


nion of the blood of Chriſt, or our joint Intereſt and 


Share in the Bleſſings of the Covenant, or Deed 


of Gift founded upon the Blood of Chriſt? The 


bread which we break, and diſtribute to all the 


Congregation, is it not, doth it not denote he 


communion of the body of Chriſt, or our being jointly 
related to him as our Head, Maſter and Teacher ? 


For as there is one bread, of which we all eat a Part, 


this ſignifieth, that we, who are many, are one 
Body, or Society, under Chriſt' our Head and 


— 


Teacher. Ver. 20. The things which the Gentiles 


ſacrifice, 


| 
© 
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ſacrifice, they ſacrifice to Devils, Dæmons, and noi 
to God: and I would not that ye fhould have fellow- 
ſip, any ſuppoſed Intereſt in, or friendly Con- 
nection with devils. Ver. 21. Ze cannot conſiſtent- 
ly drink the cup of the Lord, in Honour of and in 
Gratitude to God, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the cup of devils, which the Heathen drink in 
Honour of their falſe Gods: Ze cannot be par- 
takers of the Ingagements and Friendſhip which 
we profeſs to God at the Lokp's TABLE, and of 
the profeſſed Ingagements and Friendſhip with 
falſe Gods, at the table of Devils. 

1 Cor. xi. 17, &c. Here the Apoſtle blames 
the Corinthians, who were Grectans, «lately con- 
verted to Chriſtianity, for a very diſorderly and 
profane manner of celebrating the Lord's Supper. 
What their Fault was, will appear from a Paſſage, 
in Xenophon's Memoirs, of Socrates, Lib. III. Cap. 


14. Orore J's Tov Eunoilay £71 70 e, &&c. In Engliſh, 


thus; Once when a Party met to ſup together, 
* and ſome of them had brought ſcanty, and 
«6 qthers plentiful Proviſions, Socrates order'd the 
« Servant either to ſet the ſcanty Proviſion be- 
% fore the whole Company, or to diſtribute a 


« Part of it among them, Which had this Ef- 


« fect, that they who were plentifully furniſhed 
« were obliged in Complailance to ſet their Vic- 
„ tuals too before the whole Company. And as 
« by this means they fared no better than thoſe 


« who were flenderly provided, they learned to 


ebe more frugal in their Expences upon ſuch 
« Occaſions.” This Supper, or Entertainment, 
was of that Kind, which Dr. Potter, in his Anti- 
quities of Greece, (Book IV. Chap. .XVII.) tells 
us was moſt commonly practiſed among the an- 
cient Grecians. It was a Club, or Collation, in 

| 1 | Which, 


2 1 
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which, as Athenaeus informs us ca, Every 


„ Perſon, having provided his own Supper, put 
ce jt into a Baſket, and went to eat it at a Friend's 
« Houſe,” where the Company had agreed to 


meet: for in thoſe Days, it ſeems, they had no 


Taverns, nor public Houſes, like ours. Thus 
every one would bring his own Proviſion, Meat 
and Drink, in Quantity and Quality, more or 
leſs, better or worſe, according to his own Incli- 
nation, or Abilities. Thus, every Perſon having 
a ſeparate Supper of his own, might open his 
Baſket, and fall to, wheneyer he pleaſed. And 
thus ſome would feed plentifully, and others ſpar- 
ingly, according to the Quantity of Victuals they 
had brought. The ignorant Corinthians, though 
the Apoſtle had particularly explained the Lord's 
Supper to them, yet raiſed their Notions of it, no 


higher, than of one of theſe Friendly Clubs, or 
Collations : as will appear, from what he faith, 
about their diſorderly manner of celebrating it, 


compared with the above Accounts. 

Ver. 17. Now in this Affair, that I am going 
to declare unto you, I praiſe you not; namely, that 
ye come, or aſſemble, together, in the Place of 
public Worſhip, not for the better, fo as to im- 
prove in Virtue and Piety, but for the worſe, ſo as 


to decline in Chriſtian Love and Duty. Ver. 18. 


For firſt of all, when ye come together in the Church, 
TI hear that there be Diviſions, or Parties, among 


you, and I partly believe it. Ver. 19. For there 
muſt be alſo berefies, Diviſions and Factions, among 


you, by the Divine Permiſſion, hat they, which 
are approved, or behave well under ſuch Trials, 
| | may 

(4) Vide Athenaeum, Lib. VIII. ſub fnem. Hae coenae 


vocabantur a7 gavpid's d en, e ſportulis coenae, anglice 
Batket Supper Sa 
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God, be brake it into ſeveral Pieces, aud ſaid to 


8 The Scripture- Account of the Lord's Supper. 
may be made manifeſt among you. Ver. 20. When 
ye come together therefore into one Place, for Chrit- 


tian Worſhip, in celebrating. the Lord's Supper, 
hic way, in which you eat it, is not to eat, or is 


really not eating zhe Lord's Supper at all. Ver. 


21. For in your way of eating, every one, having 


brought ſeparate Proviſion of his own, falls on, 


and zaketh, as ſoon as he pleaſes, before others 
begin to eat, his own Supper, which he hath 
provided for himſelf alone: and one, who is 
poor, and not able to purchaſe Victuals on this 
extraordinary Occaſion, is hungry, having nothing 
to eat; while another, who is rich and plentifully 
provided, is drunken, or eats and drinks to Exceſs, 


Ver. 22. This is eating and drinking, as People 


in your Town commonly do, in their Clubs, at 
one another's Houſes. And it you choole to 
meet together for bodily Refreſhment and friend- 


| ly Converſation, What, have ye not private houſes 


to eat and drinè in, for that Purpoſe ? Or deſpiſe 
ve the Church, or Congregation, of God, as if it 
were but a common Club of Friends met to- 
gether ? And is it your inſolent Deſign, to expoſe 


and ſhame them that are poor, and have not where- 


with to purchaſe Victuals, upon ſuch an extraor- 


dinary Occaſion ? What ſhall I ſay to you? Shall 


J praiſe you in this? I praiſe you not. Ver. 23. 
What you do is quite foreign to the Nature and 


Deſign of the Lord's Supper : ' For 1 have received 


of the Lord Jeſus, who, after his Aſcenſion, in- 


ſtructed me in every Part of the Goſpel [ Gal. i. 


12.] that Account of the Lord's Supper, which 
alſo I delivered unto you; namely, That the Lord 


Feſus, the ſame night in which he was betrayed, took 


bread; Ver. 24. And when be had given thanks to 


his 


2 


ES. 
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his Diſciples, Take every one a Piece, and eat it : 


and know that his is a Repreſentation of my body 


which is broken as Bread for you to feed upon, and 
to be nouriſhed by it; his Action do in remem- 
hrance of me your Maſter and Teacher, by bring- 
ing to mind the Inſtructions I have given you, 
and the Example of right Temper and Behaviour 
that I have ſet before you, that you may improve 
in all moral Excellence. Ver. 25. After the ſame 
manner, that is to ſay, with Thankſgiving to God, 


He alſo took the cup of Wine, when he had ſupped, 


or at the Concluſion of the Supper, ſaying, This 
cup of Wine is, a Repreſentation of he new Teſta- 
ment, Covenant, Grant of Favour, or Deed of 
Gift, which God of his infinite Mercy hath freely 
beſtowed on a ſinful periſhing World, and which 
is founded in the merit of n Blood, my perfect 
Obedience to God, and Goodneſs to Mankind: 
and as often as ye drink this Cup, do it in remem- 
brance of me, by bringing me to your Minds, and 
reflecting, with Joy and Thankfulneſs, upon the 


Bleſſings of the Goſpel, which I have obtained for 


you, with my Blood, or Obedience unto Death. 
Ver. 26. This is the Meaning and Deſign of the 
Lord's Supper. For as often as ye eat this bread 
and drink this cup, which Chriſt hath commanded 
you to eat and drink, the Intention is not, that 
you may refreſh your Bodies, but that ye do ſber, 
rehearſe, declare, the Nature, End and Benefits 
of the Lord's Death, in all Generations, to the 
End of the World, even il he come, at the laſt 
Day. Ver. 27. Wherefore, whoſoever ſhall eat this 
Bread, and drink this cup of the Lord unworthily, 


as you do, by uſing it as a Compotation, without 

_ conſidering the Relation it hath to our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, is guilty of a groſs Miſapplication of = 
| A B | 


ay 


I 
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body and blood of the Lord, and is liable to be 
puniſhed accordingly. Ver. 28. But let a Man, 
every Chriſtian, who would properly and pro- 
fitably attend upon this Ordinance, examine him- 
ſelf; let him bring his Thoughts to the Rule of 
Inſtitution, as to a Teſt, or Touch- ſtone, and 
let him ſeriouſly conſider, what Temper and Be- 


haviour is ſuitable to the Nature and Defign of it; 


and ſo let him eat of that bread, and drink of that 
cup, in Aſſurance that what he doth is pleaſing to 
God. Ver. 29. Let a Man; I ſay, cohſider Care- 
fully, what is the Nature and Deſign of this In- 
ſtitution; For he that eateth and drinketh unwor- 


thily, as you do, in a manner quite diſagreeable 


to, and unworthy of, the Ordinance, eateth and 
drinketh Judgment, or Punifhment, to himſelf, as 


not diſcerning, or diſtinguiſhing the Lord's body 


from common Bread and Wine. Ver. 30. For 


Tobich cauſe, on account of your acting ſo. igno- 


rantly and profanely, in this Ordinance, many 
among you, by the juſt Judgment of God, are 
weak and fickly in Body, and many ſleep, or are 
dead. Ver. 31. For if we would but judge, or 


diſtinguiſh ourſelves from ignorant Heathens, «we 


ſhould not be judged of God. Ver. 32. But re- 
member too, that when we are judged, or puniſh- 
ed as you are, we are mercifully chaſtened, or cor- 
rected, of the Lord, for our Reformation, that we 


- ſhould not hereafter be condemned with the ignorant 


and profane World. Ver. 33. Wherefore, my bre- 


ihren, when ye come together to eat the Lord's Sup- 
per, tarry one for another; that you may all equally 
join in it, as being all Partakers of the Lord's 


Table, without, Diviſion. or Diſtinction. Ver. 


34. And, if any Man hunger, or. wants to refreſh. 


himſelf, let him eat, and refreſh himſelf at home, 
SE . that 
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that ye come not together, for public Worſhip, unto 
Condemnation ; or 10 as to draw upon you Divine 
Judgments, by profanely turning the Lord's 
Supper into a Junketing. 

Theſe are all the Plates in Scripture, where 
the Lord's Supper is mentioned ; and this, I ap- 

prehend, is the true Senſe of them. Whenge we 
may infer, 

1. That the Lord's Supper is the princi 
Part of Chriſtian Worſhip. N 4 * 

2. That, when Chriſtians aſſembled together, 
as a Congregation, it ſeems, they always did 
celebrate this Ordinance. Though it doth not 
appear that our Lord himſelf did preſcribe any 


periodical Time, at which it was to be ad- 


miniſtred. 

3. That all profeſſed Chriſtians joined in this 
Ordinance, there being no Traces of the Diſtinc- 
tion between Hearers and Communicants, which 


in after-times was introduced. 


4. Nevertheleſs, if the Apoſtle thought it his 


Duty to prevent the profanation of the Ordi- 


Nance, by the Ignorance of the Corinthian Chriſ- 
tians, it muſt be right and fitting that Miniſters 
ſhould take proper Care, that no Perſon may in 
ſuch manner profane it. Tho” tis ſcarce poſſible, 
that any one, who ſtatedly attends upon other 
Parts of Divine Worſhip, ſhould have ſuch wrong 
and low Notions of the Lord's Supper as the 
Corinthians had. NN - 

5. But we cannot reaſonably ſuppoſe, that the 
Duty of this Ordinance 1s fully diſcharged, by 
merely guarding againſt the profane, or un- 
worthy, Uſe of it; or that a ſlight, careleſs Re- 
membrance of Chriſt is ſufficient to anſwer the 
Ends of it, Certainly, the Wiſdom, by which 


B 2 10 
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12 The Seripture- Account of the Lord's Supper. 
It was inſtituted, did propoſe, and the Objects 


| ſet before us are adapted, to produce, the nobleſt 


Effects upon our Spirits. The remembring of 
Chriſt evidently implies the ſerious Attention of 


our Minds (as far as we are able) to the whole 


Goſpel; to all it's Divine Principles, Precepts 
and Conſolations; in order to our Improvement 


in Wiſdom and Comfort. Therefore, it is the 


plain Duty of every Chriſtian, according to his 
Capacity and Opportunities, to gain the cleareſt 
and fulleſt Knowledge of the Goſpel, that he can; 
and then to exerciſe that Knowledge, in celebrat- 


ing the Lord's Supper, that he may grow up in- 
to Jeſus Chriſt our Lord in all things; that his 


Heart may be comforted, his Temper formed, 
and his whole future Life may be directed, by the 


Rules and Principles of the Goſpel. And the 
Reaſon of the Thing clearly ſhews, that before 


we ingage in the Ordinance, ſome Time ſhould 
be ſpent, in compoſing our Thoughts and recol- 
lecting our Ideas of the Goſpel, and of the Nature 
and Deſign of this Inſtitution; that we may put 
ourſelves into a proper Diſpoſition for the moſt 
worthy Attendance upon it: According to the 
Apoſtle's Advice; Let a man examine himſelf, and 
fo let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. 

Upon: the Plan and Foundation of the preced- 
ing ſcriptural Accounts, we may build the fol- 
lowing Reflections; which, I hope, will be of 
Service to aſſiſt Chriſtians, in their pious En- 


deavours to celebrate this Ordinance, in the moſt 


eſtectual manner. | 
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SECTION Il. 
A general View of the Lord's Supper. 


EX T to the free and bountiful Donation 
of Goſpel Bleſſings, the great Love and 
Goodneſs of God our Saviour is manifeſted, in 
making proper Proviſion to keep a Senſe of his 
Love therein, freſh and lively upon our Hearts. 
For as the Grace or Favour of God to Men in 


_ Chriſt Jeſus is a moral Mean, or Motive, which 


is intended, and in its own Nature admirably 
adapted, to have its Effects upon our Minds, to 
produce in them Principles and Diſpoſitions, cor- 
reſponding to the Divine Liberality towards us; it 
is plain, it can have thoſe happy Effects, only ſo 
far as we underſtand it, reflect upon it, and en- 


deavour to give it a proper Influence upon our 


Spirits. Therefore, God hath been pleaſed to 
appoint all the Ordinances of Religion, for our 


ſpiritual Inſtruction and Improvement; but more 
particularly Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, which 


are perpetual Memorials of the Covenant of the 
Lord our God, or of the noble Deed of Gift, 


which he has freely beſtowed upon us in Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, and of the Duty to which we 


are thereby obliged. 
Baptiſm is a Perſonal, or Family Ordinance, 


to be adminiſtred, ordinarily, in every Chriſtian 


Family, at the Birth of every Child, as a Token, 


or Memorial, in all Generations, of the Intereſt 


which that Child and that Family have, in the 


Goſpel Promiſe, made to Abraham, and repub- 
liſhed by Chriſt, 7 will be a God to thee, and to 
thy Seed after thee: and of the Obligations they 
are under to a pure and holy Life. * 

e 
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14 A general View of the Lord's Supper. 

The Lord's Supper i is to be celebrated, in Chriſ- 
tian Aſſemblies, for the ſame excellent Purpoſe ; 8 
<: to revive in our Thoughts a joyful Senſe of the 42 
Love of God, and of the ineſtimable Bleſſings of 3 
the Goſpel, and to diſpoſe us to a Temper and = 
Conduct ſuitable to them. And it is admirably = 
. deviſed to give the meaneft Capacity a clear and 1 
diſtinct View of the Glory of the Lord; or of SF 
all the Treaſures of Divine Wiſdom and Grace 3 
zin Jeſus Chriſt. For, = 
I. The Lord's Supper, at firſt Sight, ſuggeſts = 

the firſt Thought, in the Lord's Prayer, That 

Gop 1s OR FaTHER. For in God's Houſe, by 

his Order, a TABLE is ſpread, at which we are 

invited to fit down; furniſhed with Proviſion, 
of which we are commanded to eat. This ſhews, 
in a natural eaſy manner, that we belong to God's I 
Houſhold ; that we are his Children, and He our 
FaTHER, Every one knows what it is to fit 4 
down at a Father's Table, and there, under the 
Security of paternal Affection, to enjoy what he 

has provided, with Freedom and Cheerfulneſs, 
without the leaſt Doubt, or Diſtruſt, of being 
welcome to the beſt Inſtances of a Father's deareſt 
Love. Our heavenly Father would have us be =_ 
fully perſuaded of his kindeſt and tendereſt R: 
gards, even far beyond whatever we could re- | 
ceive, or expect, from the moſt affectionate Pa- 
19 | rent upon Earth. Therefore, he hath given us 
' "nn 2 Place in his Houſe, and at his Table. And 
8 | when we have taken our Seats there, our Situation, 
and the Appearance of Things, direct us to con- 
ceive, (than which our Thoughts can conceive L 
nothing more ſublime and excellent) that we are T 
Members of God's Family, have an Intereſt in 1 
his Loving-kindnefs, and a Share in all the Bleſ— 53 
_ ſings, L 
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A general View of the Lord's Supper. 15 
fings, Honours, Inſtructions, Encouragements, 


Comforts, and Enjoyments, of his Family; even 


as far as the Poſſeſſion of eternal Life. 2 Thel. ii. 
16, God, even our Father, bath loved us, and given 
us everlaſting Conſolation, and good Hope, through 
Grace. 2 Cor. vi. 17. Come out from among them, 


from among the Heathen, and be ye ſeparaſe, and 
T will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, 


and ye ſhall be my Sons and Daughters, ſaith the 
Lord Almighty. [Thus God hath called us, out of 


the heathen World, to the Light and Happineſs 


of his Family.] Rom. ix. 26. In the place, par- 
ticularly here in Great Britain, where it was once 


faid unto them, ye, Heathens, are not my people, 


there they ſpall be called, and, bleſſed be God, we 
are now called, the children of the living God. 
Gal. iii. 26. For we are all the children of God, by 


Faith, inꝰ Chriſt Feſus. 1 John itt 1, 2. Behold, 
what manner of Love the Father hath beſtowed upon 


9s, that we ſhould be called the children of Gd 
Beloved, even now, in our preſent low and weak 


Condition, we are the Children of God, Rom. 
vii. 17. And if children, then HEIRS, HEIRS of 


God, and jOINT-HEIRS with Chriſt, - 
Naturally, and in common with the reſt of 


Mankind, we are the Off- ſpring of God. But he 


has taken us into a ſtill nearer Relation to him- 


_ Jelf. He hath delivered us from the power of 


heatheniſh darkneſs, and tranflated us into the ſelect 
and peculiar kingdom of the Son of his Love, In 
times paſſed, we, of theſe Lands, in our State of 
Heatheniſm, were ArAR Orr, at a deplorable Di- 
ſtance from God, ſerving dumb Idols, being ig- 


norant of the living and true God, the high De- 


ſigns of his Grace, the Revelation of his Will, 


the Ordinances of his Worſhip, and the Hope of 


eternal 
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16 A general View of the Lord's Supper. 
eternal Life. We ſat in Darkneſs and in the 


Shadow of Death. But now we are made NIGH 


unto God, by the blood of Jeſus. Now we are 
brought to a more intimate Acquaintance and 


Fellowſhip with God, as our God, in the ever- 


laſting Covenant; and, in Virtue of his Promiſe, 
have a particular Title to his Regards and Bleſ- 
ſing. Now we are aſſured of free Acceſs to his 
Throne, in Prayer, and in the Ordinances of 
pure and acceptable Worſhip ; now we enjoy the 
Revelation of his Will, and of the high Deſigns 
of his Wiſdom and Goodneſs, with regard to our 
Exaltation and Happineſs, in a future State. 
Now we are Light in the Lord. The Glory of 
Divine Grace and Truth ſhines around us, with a 


heavenly Splendor ; and our Circumſtances are 
| greatly ſuperior to thoſe of mere Heathens. Thus 


od hath created and begotten us to a new and 
much happier State of Exiſtence ; and thus he is 
our Father and we his Children, in a nearer and 
more ſpecial Relation. All this Favour, or 
Grace, ſo rich and noble, God hath freely be- 
ſtowed upon us in that moſt excellent and worthy 
Perſonage, his well-beloved Son; and of all this 
we have a very clear View, when we fit down at 
the Table of the Lord. The Jew ſaw - theſe 


Things but dimly, and the wiſeſt Philoſopher, 
with the utmoſt Force of his Reaſon, could not 


attain to ſuch ſublime and comfortable Know- 
ledge : but we all, with open, unveiled, face, as 


in the brighteſt Mirror, ſee the Glory of God, ſbin- 


ing in, and reflected upon us, from the face of Feſus, 

> wane | 
Chriſtian, reflect ſeriouſly upon this, and ſay 

« How wondertul is this Love! The eternal un- 


* changeable, and immenſe, the all powerful, 


* wile, 
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wiſe, benevolent, and bountiful GOD, is my © 


Father. The univerſal Sovereign, the. Creator, 


abſolute Proprietor, and ſupreme Governor of 


all Things, is my Father, The Power of all 
Being, from the meaneſt Worm under my 
Feet, to the nobleſt Forms in the celeſtial Re- 
gions is his, and he is my Father, He is the 
Life, the Strength, the Wealth, the Joy and 
Glory of the whole Univerſe, and he is my 
Father. He is infinite in all that is amiable 
and deſirable, in all, that can deſerve my 
higheſt Eſteem and beſt Affections, in all that 
can aſſure my ſtrongeſt Dependence, and moſt 
extenſive Hopes, and he is my Father. By 
Jeſus Chriſt, he hath taken me into his Fa- 
mily; hath ſpread his Table and commanded 
me to fit down at it, to give a familiar but evi- 
dent Demonſtration of this glorious and de- 
lightful Truth, That he is my God, my Fa- 


ther and my Friend; and that I am his Child, 


whom he loveth. A Relation full of Joy and 
ſtrong Conſolation, I am the Object of Divine 
Love. The great God careth, and provideth 
for me; inſtructs me by his Word, nouriſheth 
and refreſhes me by his Ordinances, diſciplineth 
and chaſteneth me, in much Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs, to reform my Lite, to purify my Soul, 
and to exerciſe and improve my Virtue, He 
ſtrengtheneth me by his Spirit, he guideth me 
by his Counſel, he guardeth me by his almighty 
Power, through the dangerous Road of Lite. 
And I am incouraged, at all Times, to think - 
of him with Pleaſure, to look unto him, and 
to call upon him with holy Confidence, to 
truſt in him with full Aſſurance, and to hope 


with Stedfaſtneſs and Joy for a future Portion 
« and 
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and Inheritance, proportionable, not indeed to 
my Deſervings, but to my Father's Power and 
Munificence, even a far more exceeding and 
eternal Weight of Glory. This is Love aſto- 
niſhing, unſpeakable. The natural Tendency 
of this is to raiſe my Thoughts above the World, 
as too low and mean for my Eſteem and Hopes, 
to Things high and great and Heavenly. And 
] beſeech thee, O Father, Father of Lights, 
give me {till clearer Conceptions of thy Grace, 
and impreſs a Senſe of thy Love more deeply 
upon my Thoughts; that I may love thee 


with my whole Heart and Soul and Strength. 


Pardon every Inſtance of Undutifulneſs, of un- 
dervaluing thy Love, and of Diſobedience to 
thy Will. Form in my Soul every excellent 
Principle, and every Diſpoſition, correſpond- 
ing to the great Love, wherewith thou haſt 
loved me; that, with Chearfulneſs and Pleaſure, 
I may do thy Will, ſtudy to imitate thy Good- 
neſs and Holineſs, as a beloved Child, honour- 
ing thee by my Behaviour, avoiding whatever 
I know is diſpleaſing to my Father, patiently 
and humbly ſubmitting to thy Corrections, de- 


lighting to converſe daily with thee, and to 


pour out my Heart before thee in Prayer, to 
attend upon thine Ordinances, and to hear the 
Language of thy Wiſdom and Grace, in thy 
Word. Thus may I build up myſelf upon the 
moſt holy Faith of the Goſpel, improving in 
every ſpiritual Attainment, *till I ſhall gain 
eternal Lite, which thou haſt given us in Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen! 5 

II. As the Lord's Supper ſhews our Relation 


to God, as our Father, it ſhews our Relation to 
the Son of God, as our elder Brother, John xx. 


>> 
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17. Go, ſaith he, 70 my brethren, and ſay unto them, 
T aſcend to my Father and your Father, to my God 
and your God. Rom. viii. 29. Whom be foreknew, 
with an Intention to make them his peculiar Peo- 
ple, he predeſtinated to be conformed to the image of 
his Son, in the Glories of the future State, that he 
might be the firſt-born among many brethren, Heb. 
il. 11. Both he that ſaniifieth, Jeſus Chriſt, and 


they that are ſanctiſied, are all of one Father, for 


which cauſe he is not aſhamed to call them brethren. 


We are the Brethren of Chriſt ; for we are adopt- 


ed into God's Family, in which he is the Firſt- 
born. And were we in the ſame Manner related 
to the Princes of this World, we ſhould have a 
high Opinion of the Dignity : but our Dignity, 
as the Brethren of Chriſt, riſeth infinitely above 
this World. We are the Brethren of the Prince 
of the Kings of the Earth, who now ſits at God's 
Right Hand, in a State of the higheſt Honour 
and Authority, exalted above all Principality and 
Power, Might and Dominion, and every Name 
of Greatneſs, either in the ſeen, or unſeen, World. 
1 Cor. i. 9. God is faithful, by whom de are call- 
ed to the Fellowſhip, Partnerſhip, of the Son of God. 
We have a Part and Share in his Honours. He 
is Heir of all things: we are Heirs of God, and 
Joint-beirs with Chriſt. He is Lord of lords and 
King of kings, Rev. xvii. 14. He hath made us 
alſo, unto our God, Kings, and we ſhall reign with 
him, Rev. i. 6. He is a Prieſt : He hath made 
us Prieſts to God and his Father, to offer unto 
him' the Sacrifices of Righteouſneſs and Love, of 


Praiſe and 'Thank'giving, oi pure and ſpiritual 


Worſhip. He is ſeated in tranſcendent Glory and 


Eminence, in the celeſtial Regions : «where he 7s, 
there ſhall we be alſo ; for God, hath raiſed us up 


2 | together 
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together with Chriſt, and made us ſit together, in 
heavenly places, Epheſ. ii. 6 We ſhall be like 
him : for he will change our Bodies frail and mean, 
and faſhion them like unto his. own glorious Body. 
Great Things indeed, and infinitely deſireable; 
and God is faithful who hath promiſed, and will 
certainly perform them. God, the univerſal Lord, 
whoſe Will and Goodneſs no Difficulties can bound, 
hath formed the grand Deſign of our Exaltation 


to the Fellowſhip of his Son. He can act at 


Pleaſure, throughout all the immenſe Regions of 
Truth and Being, and can lay any, the moſt mag- 


nificent, Schemes, for promoting Virtue, and ex- 


alting his obedient Creatures. He hath raiſed the 


Duſt of the Earth into Men; and if he ſhall form 
a Plan, for raiſing thoſe Men, to the higheſt De- 


gree of Happineſs and Glory, his Will is not to 
be diſputed ; but his Goodneſs to be greatly ad- 
mired. He hath actually called, or invited, us 
to the Fellowſhip of his Son; by taking us into 
his Family, putting into our Hands the Covenant 
of his Grace, and the Ordinances of his Worſhip. 
Our aſſembling together, about the Lord's Table, 
in the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, and celebrating the 
Ordinance, inſtituted by him, and from him 
handed down to us, by univerſal, uninterrupted 
Tradition, is a Proof that we are called to Fel- 
lowſhip with him. Then let every Heart bow, 
in Gratitude, and humble Adoration, before the 
Father of Mercies, the God of our Lord Jeſus 
Chrift, who hath thus diſtinguiſhed, and ad- 
vanced, our Nature. Bleſſing and Honour, and Glory 
aud Power, be unto him who ſitteth on the Throne, 
ard unto the Lamb, for ever and ever. 

Make me, O Lord, duely ſenſible of thy 
** molt excellent Goodneſs, and of my Obli- 
| % gations ; 


EESEE 


= 
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* gations; that as thou haſt exalted me to the 


% Fellowſhip of thy well- beloved Son, I may be- 
< have worthy of this great Honour, and, bear- 


0 ing a Conformity to his Spirit and Behaviour, 


„ in this World, may be qualified to be a Par- 
e taker of his Glory, in a future State. With the 
„ Workers of Iniquity, He, that loveth Righte- 
<« ouſneſs, and hateth Iniquity, can have no Fel- 
“ lowſhip, Their evil Deeds I deteſt, their So- 
< ciety I renounce, and prefer the Fellowſhip of 
<< the Sufferings of Chriſt before all the vain and 
& tranſient Pleaſures of Sin. As he overcame, 
“ ſo by his Spirit may I be ſtrengthened with 
e Might, in the inward Man, to overcome the 
World, with all it's Temptations, that ar 
length I may enter into his Joy, and abide 
for ever in his Love. Amen!“ 

III. The Lord's Supper, alſo, ſignifieth and 
ſheweth our Relation to the bleſſed Society of 


A 


* 


* 


Angels, who now behold the Face of our Father 


in Heaven. For of him the whol: family in heaven 


and earth is named, as being his Family, Epheſ. 


iii. 14, 13. The Family of God comprehendeth 


both Angels in Heaven, and Men on Earth. 


And thus we and they are related, as Members 
of the ſame Family. Heb. xi. 22. By our Chriſ- 
tian Profeſſion, and Hope, we are come, or joined 
in Society, unto the City of the living God, the 
heavenly Feruſalem, and to the innumerable Com- 
pany of Angels. Accordingly, we find an Angel 


_ owning himſelf a Brother, and Fellow-Servant, 


Rev. xxii. 9. When therefore we appear at the 
Lord's Table, we are to conſider ourſelves, as a 
Society, incorporated into one Body with the an- 
gelic Hoſt, and deſtined to the ſame everlaſting 
Honour and Felicity, of which they are poſſeſſed. 
| | : IV. 
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| IV. Further; in the Lord's Supper we appear 

| together as related to all the Saints, to all the holy 

Y it Patriarchs and Prophets, even to all the excellent X 
in the Earth, that have been, are, or ſhall be to 2 
the End of the World. Epheſ. ii. 19. We are no © 


more ſtrangers and foreigners but fellow-clizens with 
ihe ſaints and of the houſhold of God,— iii. 5, 6. 
This is the myſtery, which, in other ages, Was not 


made known unto the ſons of men, as it is now re- 

vealed unto his holy apoſtles and prophets, by the ſpi- "2 

it; namely, that the Gentiles ſhould be fellow-heirs, 1 

and of the ſame body with all his Saints and Pro- —_ 

phets, and partakers of his promiſe, or Covenant, Þ 

, in Chriſt, by the Goſpel. According to which Pro- n 
| miſe, and the Profeſſion and Hope of the Goſpel, 1 

Wwe are come, or joined, unto the City of the living I 
God,—and to the general Aſſembly, and Congregation 2 


of the firſt-born which are written, or inrolled, in 'F 


heaven. Heb. xii. 22, 23. The antient Patriarchs, 3 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, were happy in the q 
Promiſes and Favours they received from Heaven. 2 
- But their God is our Ged, and we ſtand in the 3 
fame Covenant Relation to him, in which ther 
ſtood. And, if we walk in the Steps of their 4 
Faith and Obedience, we ſhall find this verified, E 
in a moſt ſurprizing manner, when we ſhall ſit 
down with them, in the Kingdom of Heaven, 3 
clothed with their Glories, and feaſting together 3 
with them, on the Joys of Immortality. Of this, I 
our ſitting together at the Lord's Table is a viſible 1 
Token and Pledge. 1 
V. In this Ordinance, we are alſo clearly ſhewn 7 


our Relation to one another, as Brothers and Siſ- 
ters, as we are all the Children of God, and 
Brethren of Chriſt. This enobles the Relation. 
This makes the Ties of it very ſtrong, and 

eſtabliſhes 


A general View of the Lord's Supper. 23 
eſtabliſhes a Nearneſs and Dearneſs, even beyond 
that of Blood and Affinity. In this Light, our 
Chriſtian Brother, in the loweſt outward Circum- 
ſtances, appears ſurrounded with the Luſtre of 
Divine Favour : and it is but removing our 
Thoughts, to the World, which is every Day 
drawing nearer, and we ſee him ſhining in the 
Glory of Heaven, and crowned with Honour and 
Immortality. Judge then of the Dignity and 
Importance of this Relation ; and how well it is 
adapted to eſtabliſh a ſincere and cordial Aﬀec- 
tion towards each other, and to diſpoſe us to a 
chearful Readineſs, in all the moſt condeſcending 
Offices of Love, in order to promote our preſent, 
or our future, and eternal, Welfare. The Apoſtles 
had good Reaſon to exhort us, ſo frequently and 
ſo pathetically, to brotherly Love, of the moſt _ 
actin pure, affectionate, and diſintereſted 
Kind. And our Lord, beſides the Commands 
he hath given us, to love one another, inforced 
and recommended by his own greateſt Love to 
us, immediately after the Inſtitution of the holy 
Supper, (John xiii. 2, &c.) putting himſelf into 
the Garb of a Servant waſhed and wiped his 
Diſciples Feet; adding, Je call me Maſter, or 
Teacher, and Lord: and ye ſay well, for ſo J am. 
If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have waſhed your 
feet, ye alſo ought to waſh one another's feet, Tor 1 
have given you an Example, that ve ſhould do, in the 
humbleſt Acts of Goodneſs, as 1 have done to you. 
This amiable and gracious Diſpoſition we ſhould 
endeavour to gain, by frequent Meditation, by 
fervent Prayer for the Divine Aſſiſtance, and by 
conſidering, when we are placed at the Table of 
the Lord; that we are all incorporated into one 
Family and Body, under Chriſt, our _ 
_ 
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1 Cor. x. 17. Becauſe there is one Bread, in the 
Lord's Supper; therefore we, who are many, are 
one body ; for we are all, like Children belonging 
to the ſame Family, partakers of that one bread. 
Thus the Lord's Supper, in a very plain, in- 
telligible Manner, ſhews our Intereſt in God, as 
our F ather; and our Relation to him, as his 


Children; to the exalted Redeemer, as the Firſt- 


born in the Family; to all the glorious in Heaven; 
and to all the wiſe and holy on n Earth, as Fellow- 


citizens, and of the ſame Houſhold ; to one an- 


other, as Brothers and Siſters; and our Title to 
the everlaſting Inheritance, as certainly laid up 
for us in Heaven. And thus all the Things, which 
are freely given to us of God, even all the ineſtim- 
able Bleſſings of the Goſpel, are repreſented to 
our Minds, and confirmed to our Faith, in this 
Ordinance: particularly, our Flection, our High- 
calling of God, our Adoption, our Juſtification, 
including the Pardon of all our Sins, when we 
truly repent; and our being written, or inrolled, 
in the Book of Life. Theſe are Honours and 
Enjoyments, infinitely more real and valuable, 
than the higheſt Honours, and largeſt Poſſeſſions 
in this World; and when duely conſidered, have 
a natural Tendency to enoble our Spirits, to raiſe 
them above all the Allurements, and Afflictions 
of this preſent Time; to ſupport our Patience, 
and animate our Obedience, under Temptations 
and Difficulties; to inſpire Peace of Conſcience, 
Comfort and Joy, to ſweeten our Spirits with 
Love and Benevolence to all Men, and to per- 
ſuade us how much any thing malicious, envious, 
baſe, falſe, ſordid, ſenſual, is below our Rank and 
Degree, as we are the Sons and Daughters of God, 


and the Brethren of n. called, and 8 
wel- 
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welcome, to his Kingdom and Glory. Theſe 
Honours and Encouragements are the free Gift 
of God, to all, who profeſs Faith in Chriſt; and 
the Deſign of the Lord's Supper is to keep a 
lively Senſe, of theſe excellent Things, freſh up- 
on our Minds, in order to form our Tempers, 
and to direct our Converſation; which if they do, 
we are for ever happy. If not, we receive the 


Grace of God in vain. 
1 Pet. i. 3. Bleſſed be the God and Father of our 


Lord Feſus Chriſt ; who, according to his abundant 
mercy, hath begotten us again, unto a lively hope ; 
and who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual Bleſſmgs, 
7n heavenly things, by Chriſt. According as he hath 
choſen us, who otherwiſe would have been Heathens, 
in him, before the Foundation of the World; that we 
ſhould be holy and without blame, befare him, in 
love : Having predeſtinated us unto the adoption of 
children, by Feſus Chriſt, to himſelf ; according to the 


good pleaſure of his will, to the praiſe of the glory of 
his grace, by which he bath made us accepted in the 


HBeloved, i. e. in Jeſus Chriſt, his beloved Son, 
Eph. i. 3, 45 5s ©: 

«© O my God and Father! give me Wiſdom, 
© to ondertings thoſe Things, of ſo great Impor- 
ce tance to my preſent and everlaſting Happineſs ; 
and to fix my Thoughts upon them, as the 
* moſt delightful Objects of my Meditation; that 
« 1 may know the true Grace of God, and taſte 
ce it's Sweetneſs and excellence; that it may have 
<« it's full Influence upon my Heart and Affec- 
& tions; may be the Joy of my Soul, and the 
&« Principle and Guide of all my Actions. I have 
& reaſon to bluſh and to be aſhamed, before thee, 
© when I reflect, how diſagreeable the Temper 


«af ay Mind, and the Courſe of my Life, have 
D 4 been 
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been to the Divine and heavenly Privileges, in 
which thou haſt inveſted me. The ſplendor of 
thy Grace hath ſhone brightly upon me, in the 
Goſpel; but J have ſhut mine Eyes againſt it, 
or regarded it with Indifference. Thou haſt 
opened the Proſpects of Immortality to my Af- 
fections and Hopes; but I have too much loved 
the World, and the. Things of the World; theſe 
have ingaged my ſtrongeſt Deſires, and moſt 
conſtant Purſuits. Thou haſt propoſed the moſt 
powerful Motives to purify my Heart, to in- 
gage my Obedience, and to diſpoſe me to all the 


Goodneſs, Humility, Self-denial, Patience, and 


to all thoſe Virtues, . which conſtitute the moſt 
amiable and worthy. Character; but I have in- 
dulged to contrary Paſſions and Affections; 
which are the Diſbonour of my own Nature, 
and injurious. to my Fellow- creatures. After 
the Enjoy ment of Means and Privileges, ſo ef- 
fectual to advance me to the Glories of thine 
_— Kingdom, I dread the Thought of fink- 

, at laſt, into Shame and everlaſting Con- 
— Deal not with me after my Demerits. 
O merciful Father, take not thy free Spirit 
from me. I deſire thy Goſpel may reign in my 
Soul. I would fee thy Glory ſhining in the Face 
of Jeſus; that I may be transformed into the 
ſame Image of all moral Excellence. I would 


on, Adoption, and High- calling of God, that 
I may aflume a Spirit of Goodneſs and Worth, 
ſuitable to the Dignity, to. which thou haſt ex- 
alted me. By the Impreſſions of thy heavenly 
Grace, inable me to improve the Lord's Sup- 
per to this happy Purpoſe; and ſo direct my 
Thoughts, that L _ therein have a clear 

% View, 
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the Improvement and Comfort of the Mind by 


— Seripiure- Motion, &c. 27 


&« View, and juſt Apprehenſions, of the Riches of 


e thy Mercy; and be led to approve Things that 
« are excellent; and ſo may abound in all the 
« Fruits of Righteouſneſs, and be ſincere, and with- 
<« out Offence, *rill the Day of Chriſt, Amen! “. 


A 


SECTION mt: 


The Scripture-Notion of eating and drinking 
| 3 8 explain'd. by 


ITHERTO we have taken a general Sur- 

vey of the Lord's Supper. Now we come to 

the Proviſion, which our Father hath ſet before 
us, in this Spiritual Feaſt; namely, Bread and 
Wine, repreſenting the Body and Blood of Chriſt, 
which we are to eat and drink in Remembrance 


of him; or with the Attention of our Minds 


fixed upon him. Eating Chriſt's Body and drink- 
ing his Blood, are, doubtleſs, to be underſtood = 
figuratively z denoting, in an eaſy familiar Way, 
that which nouriſheth and refreſheth the Body. 
This will ſtand in a clear Light, if we recollect, 
That to explain Things ſpiritual, by Things bo- 
dily and ſenſible is, in Scripture, a very common, 
wiſe, and elegant Manner of Inftruftion. For 
Things ſpiritual being of an abſtract, metaphy- 


- fical Nature, are not apprehended without La- 


bour of Thought. But Things bodily and ſen- 
ſible are very obvious and eaſy, and make their 
way readily into the Conceptions of all Mankind, 
Hence it is, that what relateth to the Life, Health 
and Nouriſhment of the Body, which every one 
underſtands, furniſhes proper Images to convey 


to our Minds true Ideas of the Life, Health and 
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28 The Scripture-Notion of 
Nouriſhment of the Soul. We live in a bodily” 
Manner, when we have the Uſe of e Limbs 
and Senſes to enjoy the Accommodations of our 
reſent State. In Correſpondence to this, the 
Soul or Mind lives, when it obſerves the Precepts, 
and taſtes the Pleaſures of Wiſdom or true Re- 
ligion. Prov. iv. 4. Let thine heart retain my 
words, keep my commandments and live, — ix. 6. 
_— the fooliſh and live, and go in the way of 
underſtanding. On the other hand; Death is the 


Diſſolution of the Body, the Ceſſation of all Ac- 


tion and Enjoyment. By which Figure the in- 
ſpired Writers give us an Idea of a Habit of 
Wickedneſs; whereby the Mind is reduced to a 
State of Corruption, as it hath loſt all Senſe of 
Righteouſneſs and Truth, and is render'd unca- 
pable of its proper Activity and Happineſs. Epheſ. 
ii. I. You, who were dead in treſpaſſes and ſins. 
1 Tim. v. 6. She, that liveth in pleaſure, is dead, 
while ſhe liveth. And again; a Reformation or 
Recovery. from ſuch a deplorable ſtate, is de- 
icribed by a Reſurrection from the dead. You 
hath he quickened, or raiſed to ſpiritual Life, who 
were dead in treſpaſſes and fins. Eph. v. 14. Awake 
thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from the dead, and Chriſt 
ſhall give the light. A Habit of Virtue, the 
Practice of what is right and good, is the Health 
of the Soul. Prov. iii. 7, 8. To fear the Lord, and 
depart from evil, is health to the navel and mar- 
row to the bones. But Sin is the Diſeaſe or 
S:ckneſs of the Mind. Ezek. xxxiv. 4. The diſeaſ- 
ed have ye, Shepherds of Iſrael, not ſtrengtben' d, 
neither have ye healed that which was fick, &c. He 
that is well eſtabliſhed in religious Principles, is 


ftreng and ſound; he that is defective in Faith is 


ear and lame, his hands hang down, and his 
= {4 0 N knees 


ol 
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Diess are feeble, Heb. xii. 12. Improvement in the 
Knowledge and Practice of true Religion is 
Growth and Fatneſs; and that which inſtructs us 
in theſe, and helpeth our moral Improvements, 
in Scripture-Language is Food, Bread, Wine, Milk, 
Water, a Feaſt of all Sorts of Dainties, Prov. ix. 
3—6. Wiſdom, or the Doctrine of Truth and 
Holineſs, crieth upon the high places of the city; 
Whoſo is fimple, let him turn in hither ;, and as for 
him that wanteth underſtanding, ſhe ſaith to him, 
Come eat of my bread, and drink of my wine, 
which I have mingled with pleaſant Ingredients. 
Forſake the foohſh and live, and go in the way of 
underſtanding. Iſai. xxv. 6. The Lord hath made 
unto all people a feaſt of fat things, a feaſt of wines 
on the lees well refined: meaning, the plentiful and 
various, the pure and delicious Inſtructions of the 
Goſpel. Further, an upright Deſire to under- 
ſtand the Truth, and to do the Will of God, is 
hungring and thirſting after Righteouſneſs, Mat. v. 6. 
and defiring the fincere Milk of ihe word, 1 Pet. ii. 
2. And uſing proper means to ſatisfy this ſpi- 
ritual Hunger and Thirſt is eating and drinking. 
Thus the reading, underſtanding and retaining a 
Book is eating it, Ezek. iii. 1, 2, 3. Son of Man 
eat this Roll, containing the Denunciations of 
God's Judgments, and then go ſpeak unto the 
houſe of Iſrael. So J opened my Mouth, and he cauſed 
me to eat the roll. And be ſaid unto me, Son of man, 
cauſe thy belly to eat, and fill thy bowels, or thoughts, 
with this roll, Then did J eat it, and it was in my 
mouth, at firſt Reading, as honey for ſeeetneſs. 
And he ſaid unto me, now thou haſt eaten, or read 
and conſidered the Roll, Go /peak my words, which 
thou haſt read in the Roll, 20 the houſe of Iſrael. 
Jer. xv. 16. Thy words were found in Sufficiency 
: | | or 
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or Fulneſs of Evidence, and I did eat them, read, 
conſider and digeſt them, and thy word was unto 
me the Joy and rejoycing of my heart, Rev. x. 
And I went unto the angel, and ſaid unto him, Give 


me the little book, containing an Account of fu- 


ture Events relating to the Church: and he ſaid 
uno me, Take it, and eat it up; and it ſhall make 


by Beliy bitter, but it ſhall be feeet in thy mouth. 


As if he had ſaid 5 Take this Book, conſider and 
digeſt it well in your Thoughts, and you will find, 


that though the firſt Reading may gratify your 


Curioſity, yet when you fully underſtand the 


Events therein predicted, it will give you Unea- 
ſineſs and Anxiety of Mind.“ In this ſame figu- 


rative way of ſpeaking, to receive, to meditate 
upon, remember and practiſe the doctrine of Sal- 
vation 1s repreſented under the Notion of eating 
and drinking, Ifai. lv. 1. Ho, every one that thirſteth, 
come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come 
ye, buy and eat; yea, come buy wine and milk with- 
out money and without price. Wherefore do ye ſpend 
money for that which is not bread? Hearken diligently 
unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your 
foul delight itſelf in fatneſs, 1. e. in the pure and 
moſt delicious Doctrines of Sanctity and Virtue : 
ancline your ear and come unto me, hear, be obedient, 
and your ſoul foall live. John vii. 37. If any man 
tbirft, i. e. deſireth ſpiritual Comfort and Refreſh- 
ment, let him come unto me and drink. — vi. 31. 
I am the bread of Life, — if any man cat of this 
bread, be Hall live for ever. Hence, a Teacher, 


who communicateth Knowledge and Inſtruction 


to the Mind, is ſaid to feed thoſe whom he in- 
ſtruts, Prov. x. 21. The lips of the righteous feed 


. Jer. iii. 15, J will be you paſtors accord- 
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ing to my heart, which ſpall feed Jos with . 
ledge and underſtanding. 


It is from this plain and current Senſe of Scribd a 


ture, that we muſt form our Ideas of eating and 


drinking in the Supper of the Lord. And this is 

quite ſufficient to ſupply the moſt clear and Caf 
factory Notions of it. We there eat our Teacher, 
who is the Bread of Life, by attending to and 
receiving the heavenly Inſtructions which he hath 
delivered unto us. 

But whereas we are commanded” to eat our 
Lord's Body, and to drink his Blood, this requireth 
ſame further Explication, which we may take from 
the ſixth Chapter of St. Job's Goſpel. There (ver. 
51.) our Lord faith, Jam the living bread which came 
down from heaven : if any man eat of this bread, be 


fhall live for ever. And the bread which I will 


give, is my Fleſh, which I will give jor the life of 


the world. By this we underſtand, agreeably to 


the Scope of the whole Chapter, and to the Senſe 
of the whole new Teſtament, That Jeſus Chriſt 
came from God, furniſhed with all Divine Wil- 
dom and Truth, to inſtruct mankind in the 
Knowledge and Principles neceſſary to enliven 
and nouriſh their Minds in Virtue and Piety. 


Thus he is the living Bread which came down from 


Heaven And if any man eat of this bread, if he 
underſtands, receives, and lays up in his Heart, 
and in his Converſation practiſeth, the Doctrine 
of Truth and Holineſs, which Chriſt hath 
taught, he, ſhall be ſo fed and enlivened by 
it, that be fall live for ever. And further, 
Chriſt is that Ii bread, as be bath given up, 
ſacrificed, his fleſh, or renounced, abandoned, 
— n. and Enjoy ments, and his 


very 


| j 32 The Scripture-Notion 7 


4 very Life *, for the Life of the World; that Men, 
Wi! inlmitation of his Self-denial, might become wile, 
0 | and good and. holy, and ſo be fit to enjoy eternal 
Jl Life. For (Tit. ii. 14.) he gave himſelf, or re- 
9 nounced all worldly Intereſts, Honours and Enjoy- 
1 ments; and his very Life, hat he might redeem us 
1 from the Guilt, and from the corrupt Principles 
Fit and Practice of all Iniquity, and purify us unto 
5 5 bimſelf a peculiar people zealous of good Works. 
| ' Therefore, Chriſt's Fleſh, as given for our Life, 
; if manifeſtly imports all the Integrity, Goodneſs, 


Duty, Obedience, Self-denial, Patience, Humility, 


i ; which he himſelf practiſed in the giving, or ſacri- 
1 ficing, of his Fleſh for us to eat, or feed upon; 


that is, in order to teach and induce us to prac- 
tiſe the ſame Virtues. The Flee and Blood of Chriſt 
is the moral Excellence of our Teacher: And we 
eat the Fleſh, and drink the Blood of our Teacher 
and Saviour when we believe in him, ſee him, and 
come unto him. For, obſerve well, (John vi. 54.) 
Whoſe eateth my Fleſh, and drinketh my Blood, 
hath eternal Life, and I will raiſe him up at the laſt 
day. This is the very ſame Sentiment with that 
in Ver. 47, He that believeth on me hath everlaſting 
life. And the fame with that, Ver. 40, This 7s 
BE 


2 
1 


— * 


* This Senſe of giving may be ſeen in the following and 
in other Places. 1 Kings xiv. 16. He all give up 1ſracl, 
2 Chron. xxx. 7. — gave them up to deſolation. — xxxii. 11. 
— to give over yourſelves to die. Neh. iv. 4. — give them for a 
prey. Iſai. xxxiv. 2, — he hath delivered [given] them to the 
Slaughter. — xliii. 3. 17 gave Egypt for thy ranſom; — 4. 
Therefore will I give men for thee. — l. 6. I gave my back to 
the ſmiters. Jer. xvii 3. Twill give thy ſulflance to the ſpoil. 
Lam. iii. 30. He giveth his cheek to him that ſmiteth him. 
John x. 11. The good ſhepherd giveth his life for the ſheep. 
Epheſ. v. 2. Chrift hath loved us, and given himſelf for us, 
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the will of him, God, that ſent me, that every one 
that ſeeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have 
eternal ras and I will raiſe him up at the laſs day. 
And alſo the ſame with that, Ver. 35. Jeſus ſaid - 
unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh 
_ unto me, all never hunger; and he that believeth 
on me ſhall never thirſt, By comparing theſe four 
Verſes it evidently appears, that eating Cbriſt's 
Flesh, and drinking his Blood, is the very ſame as 
ſeeing him with Attention and ſerious Conſidera- 
tion, belicving on him, or having right Conceptions 
and Perſuaſions concerning him, and coming unto 
1 him, or embracing his Doctrine, and obeying his 
8 Inſtructions. That is to ſay, To eat the Fleſh 
and drink the Blood of Chriſt, is to have ſuch a 
Knowledge of Chriſt, ſuch a due and deep Per- 
ſuaſion concerning the Grace of God in him, and 


x concerning the Truth and Excellence of his Doc- 
1 trine, as ingages us with Pleaſure and Thankful- 


neſs to follow him in all Obedience to God, in 
the Practice of all that Virtue and Piety which he 
bath taught and exemplified both in his Life and 
Death, as abſolutely neceſſary to qualify us for 
the Enjoyment of eternal Life. | 
And in this Manner we are to eat Chriſt's Bo- 
dy, and drink his Blood, in the Lord's Supper. 
For though the eating of Chriſt's Fleſh, and 
drinking his Blood, ſpoken of in the ſixth Chapter 
of St. Jobn, may have no immediate reference to 
this Ordinance, which was not then inſtituted ; 
yet the Lord's Supper may be well explained, by 
our Saviour's Diſcourſe in that Chapter, and our 
eating and drinking in this Ordinance mult be in 
the ſame ſpiritual Senſe, in which it hath been 
explained; otherwiſe it would be a Memorial of 


Chriſt, neither ſuitable to the Ends of his Death, 
| _—— nor 


Era SIE 3 
X AXE FMS 6 : 
Pe 3 N * - — De 1 
Wy . r D en, * 
er e b SES ee : . 923 e 9 » a 
ö 3 PE xt Se A ha * 2 - 8 : N LOTS 8 = ear e _ 4 _ 1 
. o RE > ET REN LD Fine Lt I TN e 3 r S DET * 5 
- 4 2 q . 8 L r 8 8 C OS: mp „ ²ͤ n * 5 
8 2 . 5 5 S . 8 5 YG WoL r 2 7 8 DANS SAI IS We ET MEND, ns * 85 1 
8 F n r KITS ag D n 1 n. EP . 
8 - ; n , We SORE x V 8 „ cc * 8 N r 8 — n 
n ; l So r r 2 r 3 . Ne IE a 
F ; RENE OS MICE END org AO I rER: wy . CO ND 8 
C 1 8 N : — 7 So 
, N > k 1 N 
* 4 * . 2 


24 The Doctrine of Chriſt. 


nor profitable to the Nouriſhment and Comfort 
of our Minds. 

As the Bread and Wine are diſtinct and differ- 
ent Repreſentations, they are to be Sy and 
ſeparately conſidered. 


SECTION IV 
07 eating the Bread in toe cod Supper. 


923, os, The Lord Jeſus, the ſame 
night in which he was betrayed, took bread : 
And when he had given Thanks to God, he brake it 
into ſeveral Pieces, and ſaid to his Diſciples, Take 
every one a Piece, and eat it; and know that is 
is a Repreſentation of my bdy, which is broken as 
Bread“ for you to feed upon, and to be nouriſhed 
by it: This Action do in Remembrance of me your 
Maſter and Teacher, by bringing to Mind the In- 
ſtructions I have given you, and the Example 
of right Temper and Behaviour that I have ſet 
before you, that you may improve in all moral 
Excellence, as the Body is nouriſhed, and the 
Heart of Man is ſtrengthened by eating of 
Bread. 
Among the Jews it was aſa at Meals for the 
Maſter of the Houſe, to break the Bread, to be 
diſtributed among, and eaten by, his Family. 
(Mar, XIV. 19.—Xv. 36. ) Our Lord, as the Firſt- 
born 


* Broken as bread.] The word in the Greek for brofen 
[#Awpevo ] is the ſame which is always uſed in the New Teſ- 
tament for breaking of Bread, or any Food, at a Meal. See 
Mat. xiv. 19. — xv. 36. — Xxvi. 26. Mark viii. 6, 19. — 
xiv. 22. Luke xxii 19. — xxiv. 30, 35. Ads xxvii 35. 
1 Cor. xi. 24, Cc. And the Fragments that remained after 
eating are called KART[6H] ts * 
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The Doctrine of Chriſt, 35 
born in the Family of God, inſtead of Bread, 
breaketh his own Body, or himſelf, eſpecially as 
crucified, and diſtributeth it among us, for our 
ſpiritual Nouriſhment, or the Improvement of 
our Minds in Wiſdom, Piety and Virtue. Thus 
it is the Duty of every Chriſtian in the Lord's 
Supper to feed upon his Maſter or Teacher, by 
calling to Mind and meditating upon the Inſtruc- 
tions he hath given us both by DocrRixE and 
EXAMPLE; that we may be affected with the 
Beauty and Excellency, and ingaged to the Prac- 
tice of them. | 1” | 

I, Tus Doctrine he taught is no other than 
the eternal Laws of Truth and Righteouſneſs ; 
conſiſting in Faith and devout Affections towards 
God; Sobriety and Chaſtity with regard to our 


own Conſtitution; Humility, Love, Goodneſs 
and Peace towards our Fellow-creatures. Parti- 


cularly, in his Sermon on the Mount, which every 
Chriſtian ſhould commit to Memory, and tran- 
ſcribe into his Heart, he hath inſtructed us to 


be (a) poor in Spirit, having our Hearts weaned 


from the Poſſeſſions and Honours of the World. 
To be (6) ſerious and ſober, not indulging to a 
vain frothy Temper, or to any vicious Gaieties 
and Pleaſures ; but rather diſpoſed to a penitent 
Senſe of Sin, and patient Sufferance of Afﬀfiction, 
To be of (c) a ſweet, humble, meek and gentle 
Spirit, free from Paſſion, Haughtineſs and Turbu- 
lency. To be (4) truly deſirous of improving in 
all Virtue and Goodneſs. To be (e) merciful 
and compaſſionate. To be (/) pure and ſincere 
in Heart, free irom all — and F — 
| 2 I 


.) Mt. v. 3. ( Fur. 4. (e) vr. 3. (4) E. 6. 


(e) Ver. 7. [ Fer. 8. 
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36 The Doctrine of Cbriſt. — 

of Fleſh and Spirit. To be (g) peaceable, endea- 
vouring to promote good Agreement and Love 
among Men. To (+) bear Sufferings for the 
ſake of a good Conſcience, with a firm Mind, in 
the joyful hope of a great reward in heaven. 


With reſpe& to the reſt of Mankind, our Lord 


has taught us to conſider our ſelves as being the 
Salt (7) of the World, to preſerve it as much as 
we can from corrupt principles and practices: 


and as the (+) light of the world, by our Inftruc- 


tions and Example, to ſhine in the Eyes of thoſe 


we converſe with, to lead them from Error to ; 


Truth, from Wickedneſs to Virtue and Piety. 


He hath bound upon our (7) Conſciences every 


Obligation to all the moral duties which the Law 
of God requireth; not only with reſpect to out- 


ward Behaviour, but even to the Thoughts, Prin- 


ciples, Motions and Defigns of the Heart, He 
forbids not only (in) actual Murder, but raſh and 


cauſeleſs Paſſion, bitter railing, and opprobrious 
Language; hatred, ill-wilkand malice. (n) From 
theſe we muſt purge our Minds, and make 
amends for any injurious treatment of our Neigh- 
bour, as we hope to be at peace with God, and 
to be accepted in our religious Worſhip, He 


forbids () not only the groſs Act of Adultery 
and Uncleanneſs, but all impure Deſires and In- 


tentions; directing us to cut off even a right 
Hand, or to pluck out a right Eye, to deny 
ourſelves of whatever is moſt dear and beloved, 
that hath a Tendency to pollute, and inſnare our 

Hearts. He commands (p) Huſbands and Wives 
to live together in Fidelity and Love. He con- 


demns 


g Mat. v. 9. (+) Per. 10, 11, 12. 1) Ver. 13. 
(#) Ver. 14, 15, 16. (1) Ver 17, 18, 19, 20. () Ver. 21, 
#2. (n) Fer. 23, 24, 25, 20, (0) Ver. 27, 28, 29, 30. 
(p) Fer. 31, 32 _ | = 


e Doctrine of Chriſt, 27 


demns not only (q) Perjury as impious and deteſ- 
table, but all ſwearing in common converſation. 
Let your aſſertions be ſimple and ſincere. Under 
ill Uſage you may endeavour to right and vindi- 


cate yourſelf, but not by indulging to Malice and 


Revenge, or by imitating the Injury you have re- 
ceived. However provok'd, ſtill be patient, 
calm and benevolent. Return not evil for evil, 
wrong for wrong : rather expoſe yourſelf to fur- 
ther Injury, and bear any thing, than be heated 
into furious Revenge, or involved in wrathful 
Broils and Quarrels. On the contrary, (r) ſtudy 

to be kind and friendly towards all; to do them 
all the Good in your Power, by chearfully giving 
or lending as their Occaſions may require. Love 
what is lovely in your greateſt Enemies; put 
the moſt favourable Conſtruction upon their Ac- 
tions; and by a benevolent Spirit and Behaviour 
endeavour to deſtroy their Enmity, to win their 
Affections, and gain their Friendſhip. To this 
End, ſpeak as well of them as ever you can, and 
return civil, peaceable Language, when they rail 
againſt you. Be juſt, charitable and obliging to 
thoſe who hate you; and pray for them that per- 
ſecute you, and deſpitefully uſe you. God, your 
heavenly FATHER, is good to all, and is daily 
beſtowing his Benefits upon even the unjuſt and 
the wicked, to change their Hearts to Love and 
Duty; and it is your higheſt Honour and Ex- 


cellence, to imitate his Goodneſs, which is his 


higheſt Excellency and Perfection. Give (5) alms 
to the Poor but modeſtly and ſecretly, not out 


of Oſtentation, to be ſeen and commended of 
: Men; 


(2 Mat v. 33, 34, 35, 36, 37. a Ver. 38, 39, 40, 41. 
(/] Ver. 42, 43, Sc. (5) Mat. vi. 1, 2, 3, 4. 
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38 The Doctrine of Chriſt; 


Men; and God will reward you. (r) Pray to God 


your FaTHER, not only in public Worſhip, but 
in private Retirement, where your Devotions 
may be concealed from the Eyes and Ears of 
Men; and your Father will hear and bleſs 
you, But do not imagine, that the Deſign of 


Prayer is to dun and importune God, as if he 


were but like a weak Man, that wants to be re- 
minded of what he has forgot, or perſuaded to 
give what he is not willing to grant. Your Fa- 
THER knows your Wants before you aſk, and 1s 


Freely willing to ſupply them. *Tis the virtuous 


Diſpoſitions of the Mind which are to be exerciſed, 


and which your FaTHER regardeth in Prayer. 


Therefore (2) lift up your Heart in Thankfulneſs 


and Faith to your heavenly FATHER: Sincerely 


deſire that all Mankind may know, love and 
reverence him; that the Goſpel may every where 
be received and profeſſed; that you, and all 
who profeſs it, may do the Will of God, as the 


Angels in Heaven. Pray (x) that you may have, 


and enjoy the conveniencies of Life. Confeſs 
your Sins, aſk Forgiveneſs of them, and freely 
forgive thoſe that have injured you, or never ex- 


pect Forgiveneſs from your heavenly FATHER. 


Pray that you may not be tempted above your 
Strength, but ſupported and delivered. Exer- 
ciſe ( 9) Faſting or Abſtinence, in order to weaken 
the Paſſions, and ſtrengthen the Mind; but, with- 


out any outward Appearances, which may ſnew 


your Piety to the Obſervation and Applauſe of 
Men; and your FaTazzR will bleſs your ſincere 


Endeavours to improve in Virtue. Be not ſo- 


licitous 


( Mas. vi. 5.6, 7 7, „8. (] Ver. , 10. (x) Ver. 11, 12, 


v Iz. 145 15. 27 Fer. 165 17. 18. 
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The Doctrine of Chriſ}. 29 


Jicitous (z) to treaſure up the periſhable riches of 
this world, but to ſecure the Poſſeſſion of eternal 
Life. This 1s the treaſure, upon which your 
Hearts ſhould be fixed. And, it this is always 
kept in View, it will, like a clear and ſound Eye, 
direct your whole Converſation, in the Paths of 


Truth and Holineſs. But if your Judgment is 


corrupted with the Love of earthly things, like 
a diſordered Eye, it will miſguide your Actions, 
and lead into the moſt fatal Errors. The Love 


of God, and of this World, are oppoſite and in- 


compatible; and both, at the ſame time, cannot 
have the ſupreme Government of your Heart. 


Therefore, let not your Breaſts be diſquieted with 


anxious Cares, about the Accommodations of 
Life; but, in the way of honeſt Induſtry, rely 


upon the good Providence of God, who preſerves 


and nouriſhes birds, beaſts and plants, and there- 
fore will much more provide for you, while you 
endeavour to practiſe and underſtand true religion. 
Be (a) not ſevere and cenſorious in your Judg- 
ment of others, leſt you provoke God to judge 
you with a like Severity. Firſt (5) reform your- 
ſelves, and then attempt to reform others. But 
do not miſpend your pious Endeavours upon 
ſuch as you know are obſtinate and incorrigible 
who, probably, inſtead of being benefited by 
them, will treat you with Injury and Contempt. 
Remember, (c) that divine aſſiſtance is abſolutely 
neceſſary to a due performance of all theſe duties. 
Therefore implore the Help and Bleſſing of God 
with Faith, ſincerity and diligence, and your 

| hea- 


z) Mat, vi. 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, Oc. (a) Chap. 
9 3 4 5 
I, 


vii. 2. (6) Fer. 37 4» 5 6. (e Ver. 77 8, 92 
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40 De Doctrine of Chriſt. 
heavenly FaTarr will more readily beſtow upon 


you all ſpiritual bleſſings, than the moſt tender 


earthly Parent gives the neceſſaries of Life to a 
beloved Child. Always (4) keep this Rule in 
mind. To do to others as you would have 
them, in the like Circumſtances, to do to you; 
and it will direct and diſpoſe you to the Practice 
of all the ſocial Duties, which I have taught, or 
that are commanded in the Law and Prophets. 


Further (e) obſerve; my Precepts cannot be ef- 


fectually practiſed without Self-denial, or a ſtrict 
and ſtrong reſtraint of ſenſual appetites and paſ- 
ſions. This makes the way of Duty narrow; 
whereas the way of Vice is broad, wherein men 
give a looſe to their covetous, lewd, ambitious 
Inclinations. But this way leads to eternal De- 
ſtruction; whereas the way of Virtue leads to 
everlaſting Life. And therefore you ſhould ex- 


ert the ſtrongeſt Reſolutions, and the moſt con- 


ſtant Care and Endeavours to enter into it, and to 


perſevere in it ſteadily. And (J) be very careful 


to guard againſt falſe Teachers ; who, with ſelfiſh 
views and ſpecious pretences, advance Principles 


ſubverſive of good Morals. You may diſcover 


them, by the natural tendency and effects of their 


principles, both on themſelves and others. If a 
Teacher's principles lead to that Piety, Sobriety, 
Goodneſs and Love, which I have now been 
teaching, the fruit is good, and ſo is the tree. 


But if his Principles draw your minds from the 


practice of any of theſe my Inſtructions, they are 
certainly corrupt and vicious. And (g) if you em- 
brace and practiſe ſuch Principles, it is not any 


Pre- 


(d) Mat. vu. 12. (e) Ver. 13, 14. | V)) Fer. 15, 


16, 17, 18, 19, 20, g) Ver. 21, 22, 23, 24, Cc. 
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| is ſbiritual Bread. 41 
pretence of relation to me, or dependence upon 
my merits; it is not any Profeſſion of faith in 
me, or zeal for my religion, will ſecure to you 
the poſſeſſion of eternal life. For in the day of 
Judgment I will publicly diſown you, and you 


| ſhall be for ever ſeparated from me into everlaſt- 


ing Deſtruction. Therefore, he that attendeth 


to my Inſtructions, and practiſeth them, buildeth 


his Salvation upon a rock, which ſhall ſtand for 


' evermore. But he who buildeth his hopes of 


life and happineſs upon any other Foundation, 
buildeth upon the ſand, and ſhall ſink into eternal 


ruin. | 


Tusk, and ſuch like Precepts of Wiſdom, 


are the bread of life, which is diſtributed among 


us, and upon which we are to feed in the Lord's 
Supper. Saith our Lord, John vi. 51. J am the 
living bread, which came down from heaven; if any 
man eat, of this bread, he ſhall live for ever. Ver. 
53. Except ye eat the fleſh and drink the blood of the 
Son of man, ye have no life in you. Ver. 54, 55. 
Whoſe eateth my Fleſh, and arinketh my blood, hath 
eternal life, and I will raiſe him up at the laſt day. 


For my Fleſb is meat indeed, or in the true Senſe, 


Faando;] and my blood is drink indeed, or in the 
true Senſe; that is, Meat and Drink in the trueſt, 


| higheſt and moſt exalted Senſe,” as they are the 


fleſh and blood of our heavenly Teacher, and 
ſignify the Divine Inſtructions, which he hath 
given us 10 eat, to underſtand and practiie; for 
the Nouriſhment, not of our Bodies, but of 
our nobler Part, our Minds; and which will 
nouriſh our Minds, in ſuch manner, that they 
ſhall live for evermore in the glorious preſence of 
God. We are not intended for only a temporary 
Lite, in this World, It is the gracious pony 
Bode F 
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42 The Doctrine of Chriſt 


of our FaTHER, to raiſe and fix us, in Life, for 
ever, in Heaven; and he ſends us firſt, into this 
World, purely to exerciſe our Virtue, to diſci- 
pline our Minds, and to form in us thoſe Tem- 
pers and Habits, which are neceflary to qualify 


us for eternal Life. And the Son of God came 


down from Heaven, on purpoſe to teach us how 
we ſhould order and manage our ſelves, that we 
may attain to this high and glorious Degree of 


Life. And we are ſure, he is too wile, and loves us 


too well, to give us any improper or tmpertinent 
Inſtructions. He was perfectly acquainted with 
the State of Things in the heavenly World; and 
therefore muſt know, perfectly well, what Diſ⸗ 
poſitions and Practices are neceſſary to qualify us 


tor the Employments and Felicity of that exalt- 


ed Station, Therefore, his Doctrine is certainly 
the moſt proper Mean of feeding our Minds, or 


of forming in them thoſe Principles and Habits, 


which alone can fit us for an everlaſting Subſiſt- 
ence in the World of Glory; and conſequently, 
his Doctrine gives a preſent Character, of the 
greateſt Worth and Excellence; and it is the ſole 


End of Ordinances, and all religious Exerciſes, 


to bring us to the Knowledge and Obedience of 
it. Here then, Chriſtian, is your main Work; 
hither you muſt bend the Force of your beft 


Endeavours. Without this living Bread, this 


immortal Food, any Profeſſion of Religion is 
vain, and all the Poſſeſſions of this preſent Life 
inſignificant, They will ſoon periſh, and come 
to nothing. This is that Meat, which periſheth 
not, but endureth unto cverlaſting Life. For this 
Meat you muſt labour, by frequently peruſing 
what Chriſt hath taught; by thinking upon it 
daily, that it may always be ready in Mind = 
| c- 


Won 
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Memory ; and, by taking every Opportunity to 


practiſe his Precepts, ſubduing your Paſſions, and 
inuring yourſelf to Abſtinence and Selt-denial. 
The Morals, which Chriſt hath advanced, are 
eternal Truth, and the Glory of our Nature; 
moſt admirably adapted to regulate the Springs 
of Action, the Thoughts and Diſpoſitions of the 


Heart, to eſtabliſh Sincerity and Integrity, Peace, 


Comfort and Purity, by purging our Breaſts from 
Falſchood, Hypocriſy, Envy, Malice, every 
mean and ſelfiſh Deſign, every unkind, vile, diſ- 


orderly, turbulent Paſſion ; which are the Diſho- 
nour of our Nature, the Diſturbers of our Peace; 


and, if indulged, will be our eternal Ruin. 
How charmingly doth the Chriſtian Religion 
{mile upon the World, in all that 1s good-natur'd 
civil and polite? How pleaſantly, and with how 
good a Grace doth it invite us to embrace it's Prin- 
ciples, and practiſe it's Precepts ? It is all over 
Goodneſs and Humanity, Love and Tenderneſs, 
Peace and Harmony, Friendfhip and Happineſs ; 
ſtrongly inculcating, and by the moſt powerful 
Arguments inforcing, every ſocial Duty. This 
is the moſt eminent Land ſubſtantial Part of Reli- 
gion, and he is the Excellent Chriſtian, who ex- 
cels in theſe Things. Here we muſt look for 


the brighteſt Evidences of our being the Children 


of God. And, who to gain ſuch excellent Diſ- 


poſitions would not mortity every abſurd Appe- 


tite, and freely renounce all that is ſenſual and 


: earthly i 7 


War Thanks, O heavenly Far HR, ſhall I 
<« render unto thee, that thou haſt provided ſuch 
„ heavenly Food for the Nouriſhment of my 
« Mind in all moral Excellency ! That my Lot 


is caſt, where the Divine Laws of our Re- 
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deemer are ſhewn in their proper Light, di- 
recting us to all that can refine our Nature, and 
reſtore the Order, Harmony, and Happineſs, 
of the moral World? Bleſſed be God, who 
hath ſpread a Table in his Houſe, and as an 


Act of the moſt ſolemn and acceptable Wor- 
{hip, hath, commanded us to eat Bread, re- 


preſenting the Body of our Lord, to preſerve 


upon our Conſciences a deep and lively Senſe 


of the Excellency of his Doctrines, and of the 
Obligations we are under to obſerve them. 
Willingly I take my Place, among his Diſci- 
ples, as my greateſt Honour and Privilege. 
Willingly I put forth my Hand and take and 
eat the bread, in Token of approving the In- 
ſtructions he hath given; of admitting the 
Principles he hath advanced; and of my fin- 


cere Purpole of always regulating my Conver- 


ſation by them. With Sorrow and Shame [ 
reflect, that I have been, in any meaſure, de- 
fective in the noble Spirit of Chriſtianity ; and 
have made it no more my Study and Care, to 
exerciſe myſelf in Piety, Purity, Heavenly- 
mindedneſs, Humility, and Patience. Fa- 
THER of Mercies, forgive my Unworthineſs, 
ſtrengthen my Reſolutions, and aſſiſt my weak 
Endeavours. I deſire to form my Temper and 
Conduct upon the heavenly Plan of my Sa- 


viour's Precepts. Give me Wiſdom and a_ 


fixed Inclination daily to meditate upon them, 
and to tranſcribe them into my Soul: that I 
may keep my Heart pure and clean in thy 
Sight; may adorn my Life, with all Good- 
nets, Virtue and Uſeſulneſs, and exhibit an 
eminent and conſpicuous Character, in Sim- 
plicity and Sincerity, free from all Guile and 
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The Example of Chriſt. 45 
Hypocriſy. The Honours and Poſſeſſions of 


this World I eſteem infinitely leſs than thy Fa- 
vour, O my God; I would mortify all ſenſual 
affections; would humble my Pride, correct 
my Temper, clear my Breaſt of all anxious, 
diſtracting Cares, and every turbulent, un- 
friendly Paſſion, and would guard againſt every 
Snare and Temptation; that I may enjoy the 
Compolure, Steadineſs and Freedom of Mind 
which is neceſſary to a ſincere, cheerful and 
conſtant Diſcharge of my Duty to God and 
Man. Deliver me from a cenſorious, from a 
wrathful, immoderate, implacable, unforgiving 
Spirit; may the Spirit of Love and Meeknels, 
Peace and Beneficence, rule in my Soul, and 
qualify all my Actions. It is thus only I can 
be fitted for the Honours, Happineſs and Em- 
ployments of the eternal World. May I at- 
tend upon Ordinances, and uſe Prayer, Ab- 
ſtinence, and other religious Exerciſes, with an 
unfeigned Deſire to improve in Goodneſs, and 


to have the Life of God eſtabliſhed in my 


Soul. Thus I would every Day feed upon the 
Bread of Life, that I may grow up into Jeſus 
Chriſt in all things, till I attain to the full Sta- 
ture of the perfect Man in him; and ſo be nou- 
riſhed and ſtrengthened, in all ſpiritual Excel- 
lence, as to be qualified for an eternal Reſidence 
in the World of Light and Life, and Love un- 
ſpeakable. Amen. 

II. Tue ExAuLE of our Lord is the moſt 


perfect Conformity of all his Actions to his own 
Rules and Doctrines. 


It is very ſurprizing, but 


5 very true, that he was before the Beginning of 
3 the World, in tranſcendent Perfection, Glory, 


5 Honour, and Felicity, with God; 


in the Boſom 
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46 __ The Example of Chriſt. 


of the FaTaeR, and the fingular Object of his 


Delight ; the Brightneſs of his Glory, and the 
expreſs Image of his Perſon. Yet, ſuch was the 
Excellency of his Mind, that this fame illuſtrious 
Perſonage, to execute the Scheme of Divine Wiſ- 
dom, for the Salvation of ſinful Men, willingly 
condeſcended to empty himſelf of all his heavenly 


Enjoyments, Luſtre and Riches. he aſſumed a 


human Body, became a Man like one of us, li- 
able to all our Paſſions, Infirmities, Wants, Pains, 
and Diſtreſſes. That he might have an Oppor- 


tunity of exhibiting all ſorts of Virtue, and of 


yielding Inſtruction to all ranks of People, he 


took his Place at the lower End of Life, in a 


ſtate of Meanneſs and Poverty; where he was 
exerciſed with all the ſevereſt Trials our Nature 
ſeems to be capable of. He was expoſed to the 
Temptations of the Devil; and violently aſſaulted 
by him, for forty Days together, From Men, he 
met with the moſt ungrateful and unworthy Treat- 
ment. Among Perſons of Figure, he was re- 
garded as an Object of Scorn and Contempt. It 
was icandalous to be ſeen in his Company; and 
they reſolved to excommunicate any one, who 
ſhould own him for the Meſſiahb. They loaded 
him with the moſt contemptuous Reflections, 
with the moſt ſpiteful and opprobrious Language. 
His Miracles they aſcribed to a Confederacy with 
the Devil. Inſtead of attending to his Doctrine, 
they maliciouſly endeavoured to inſnare him by 
it to his Deſtruction or Confuſion. In his laſt 
Scene, Barabbas, a Robber and Murtherer, was, 


by the public Voice, preferred before him. They 


Tpit in his Face, and buffeted him; dreſſed him 
up like a Fool, and made a Sport and a Game 


of him. Nor was their diabolical Malice ſa- 
tiated, 
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| The Example of Chriſt. 47 
tiated, by putting him to the moſt cruel Death; 


they inſult and aggravate his Torments, by the 


bittereſt Taunts. His few Friends and Followers, 
being ignorant and weak, very much exerciſed 
his Temper and Patience. And even God, his 
FATHER, was pleaſed, by an extraordinary Impreſ- 
ſion, to give him the Experience of the horrible 
Trial of a melancholy, dejected, broken Spirit 
when, in his Agony in the Garden, his Soul was 
exceedingly ſunk and ſorrowful, even unto Death 
and the dreadful Strife and Anguiſh of his Mind 
forced from him a Sweat, as it were great Drops of 
Blood falling to the Ground. | | 

But under every Infirmity and every Trial, our 
Lord ated with the moſt perfect and ſteady Vir- 


tue. The moſt ſublime and honourable Appre- 


henſions of God, an habitual Reverence of his 
Majeſty and Dominion, a ſtedfaſt Confidence in 
his Veracity and Power, a full Perſuaſion of his 
perfect unerring Wiſdom, an abſolute Submiſſion 


to his Authority and Diſpoſals, were the reign- 


ing and animating Principles of his whole Cha- 
racter and Converſation. His Heart was al- 
ways with God, and always diſpoſed to addreſs 
him in Prayer and Praiſe, as the ſole Fountain 
of all Power, Wiſdom, Life and Happineſs. It 
was his higheſt Delight to obey his Will, to ad- 
vance his Honour, to execute his Orders, and to 
comply with his Appointments. In his Agony, 
fearing either that his Liie would be immedlate- 
ly, in that private manner, extinguiſhed, or that 
he muſt go through his approaching Sufferings 
under that inſupportabe Anguiſh of Soul, he of- 
fered up Prayers and upplications, with firong Cry- 
ing and Tears; (Ht. v. 7.) but with invincible 
Submiſſion. Father, if it be poſſible, let this cup, 

— 


48 The Example of Chriſt. 
this Horror of Mind, paſs from me; nevertheleſs 


not my will, but thine ze done. The World, with 


all it's Poſſeſſions, Pleaſures and Honours, he de- 


ſpiſed; the Fleſh he mortified; every corrupt 
Suggeſtion he rejected ; the heavenly World, and 


the joy that was ſet before him, he always kept 
in View. Love and Tenderneſs for Mankind was 
his fixed unvariable Diſpoſition; and doing of 
Good to their Bodies, or Minds, in the moſt 
kind, diſintereſted, compaſſionate manner, was 
his conſtant Employ. He, that was higher than 
the Angels, did not diſdain the loweſt offices of 
Goodneſs : he waſh'd his Diſciples Feet, to inſpire 
us with the ſame Diſpolition of Love and hum- 
ble Condeiception. He and his Followers were 
in low Circumſtances, but had a Purſe for the 
Poor. But his greateſt Concern was to advance 
the ſupreme Happineſs of Men, by Inſtruction, 
and ail Endeavours to reform the vicious, to eſta- 
bliſh the Truth, and to promote univerſal Recti- 


tude of Heart and Life. All his Deportment 


was compoſed, mild, gentle, inoffenſive. His 
Temper was ſweet, friendly, even and calm; ne- 
ver provoked, by either the Folly of his F riends, 


or the Malice of his Enemies, into haſty, angry 


Expreſſions, but preſerv'd an entire Command 
over all reſentful Paſſions. His Benevolence, 
Humanity, and Compaſſion, no Difficulties could 
controul, no Ingratitude reſtrain, no Injuries diſ- 
courage. He wept over even ungrateful Feruſa- 


lem, the Source and Scene of all his Sufferings, 


pitying and deploring her unhappy State, and 
approaching Ruin. hen he was reviled, he re- 
viled not again; when he ſuffered, he tbreatned nos; 
but returned the kindeſt Offices of Love, for 


Scorn, Reproach and Injury. When branded 
with 
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ie Croſs of Cbriſt. 49 


with public Infamy, treated with all manner of 
Indignities, condemned to die, as the vileſt of 
Criminals; ſuch was the Greatneſs of his Soul, 
that his Patience, Meekneſs and Benevolence re- 
mained, unalterably, the ſame; without the leaſt 
* Tincture of Anger and Reſentment, With much 
2 Tenderneſs he pitied, and with great Fervor pray- 
FX ed and pleaded for, his Enemies, even upon the 
8 CRoss, under the moſt horrible Tortures inflicted 
by their barbarous Malice. 5 
AF TRE Cross of Chriſt is the Sum and Per- 
9 fection of all the virtue he practiſed in his Life. 
1 For Inſtance, is Duty to God, in being obedient 
to Death; his Truſt in God; when all other. 
1 Comfort and Support failed, he cried out, My 
E God, my God * : his Hope of entring into Glory, 
* Father, into thy Hands I commend my Spirit; his 
1 perfect Contempt of all that is earthly and carnal: 
his Humility and Meekneſs: his Self-denial: His 
Patience, in bearing the bittereſt Sufferings and 
Reproaches: his univerſal Love and Good- will 
to Men, in giving his Soul an Offering for their 
Sin: his readily diſpenſing Pardon and Comfort 
to the humble, penitent Robber : his Tenderneſs 
and Compaſſion to the worſt of Men, his cruel 
Enemies, when he prayed for them: his ſtrict re- 
gard to all relative and ſocial duty; he affection- 
ately recommended his Friend, the beloved Diſ- 
1 ciple, to the Eſteem of his Mother; and his 
3 now deſtitute Mother, to the Care of his Friend. 
2 = | G John 
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2 * By quoting the firſt Words of the 22d Pſalm, I doubt 
3 not, our Lord's Intention was to exhibit, in his own Perſon, 
3 that Truſt in God, which is expreſſed, throughout the whole 
: Pſalm; particularly, Ver. 2, 9, 10, 11, 19, 20, 21, and 
z which we ought to exerciſe under the Failure of all earthly 
| Comforts, | 
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30 The Croſs of Chriſt. ” 

John xix. 26, 27. Woman *, behold thy Son; re- 
gard that dear Friend of mine, as thy own Child, 
and treat him with the ſame Affection and Care, 
as thou would'ſt expreſs towards me, under that 
Relation. Then looking at hn, his beloved 
Friend, he faid, Bebold thy Mother, and treat her 
with all the Reverence, Love and Duty, which 1s 


due from a Child to a worthy Parent. 


Thus our Lord exhibited, and recommended, 
upon the Croſs, the moſt perfect Character of 
Piety and all moral Goodneſs. Thus his Body 
was broken for us, as bread to feed, and ftrength- 


en our Minds. This is his Body, the Bread of 


Life, which we are to eat, in remembrance of him, 
or of the Example, which he hath ſet us. And 


his Example is greatly recommended, by this 


Conſideration, that he voluntarily went through 


all theſe Trials purely for our Sakes. Not merely to 
put his own Virtue to the Proof, as if it was doubt- 


ful what Part he would act; or as if his Mind 
wanted to be cultivated and refined, in order to 


his being fitted for heavenly Glory and Enjoy- 


ments. By no means. On the contrary, he re- 
linquiſhed the Poſſeſſion of that Glory, and thoſe 
Enjoyments; and ſubmitted to be diſciplined in 


Obedience, by the ſevereſt Trials ; purely for our® 


Sakes, to ſhew us how we ought to behave, 
under Trials and Temptations. John xvii. 19. 
| | For 


Note; yuvai, woman, was no inferior Appellation, nor 


Term of Diſreſpect, among the Ancients; but is uſed, even 


by a Servant to a Queen, and may be equivalent to ſxo7ove, 
degli, Miftreſs, Madam. See and compare Sophoc. Trachin. 
(edit. Cantab. 1669,) P. 413. lin. 183, 196. p. 415. lin. 
235. p. 417. lin. 235. p. 419. lin. 294. p. 425. lin. 408, 
409, 410. p. 423. lin. 369, 396. p. 427. lin. 475. Homer. 
Iliad, T, 204. Xenophon, Cyropæd. paſiim, | 
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The Example of Chriſt. 1 


For their ſakes I ſan#tify myſelf, that they alſo may 
be ſanfified, through the Truth. Heb. ii. 10. The | 
Captain, or Leader, of our Salvation, in order to 
bring us to Glory, was made perfect in all moral Ex- 
cellence, by Sufferings : that is to ſay, he exhibited, 
or practiſed, all moral Excellence, or every In- 
ſtance of Duty to God and Man, in the moſt pure 


4B and perfect manner, not only in the calm and 
I common ſtate of life, but alſo under the ſevereſt 


trials of Suffering, in order to lead us, in every 
part of the way, to eternal Felicity. Thus he 
= gave up, or ſacrificed, his feb, all temporal En- 
1 joyments, Jer our Life. Thus he Chaftiſement, 
1 Diſcipline *, of our Peace, or the diſciplinary Suf- 
2 ferings, which procured our Happineſs, was upon 
1 him : And thus, though he was already, before he g 


came into the World, @ Son, emphatically, a | 
7 well-beloved Son, in the higheſt Honour, and of 

3 the moſt perfect moral Excellence, yet tearned he f 

1 Obedience, or was diſciplined, exerciſed, as if he 

1 had been a Scholar or Learner, in Obedience, by | 

the Things which he ſuffered. And being made per- i 

ect, or having finiſhed his Work of Obedience, b 

he became the Author of eternal Salvation to all them 1 

that obey him. | 

How ſurprizing is the Redeemer's Love! The 2 

moſt glorious Son of God made a Man, a Man 

of all the Sorrows our Nature can feel; on pur- | 

poſe that he might paſs through all our Trials, f 

1 2 | and : | ' 

* (from whence comes did Chaſtiſement, ſigni- f 

fieth to bind, tie up, reſtrain, diſcipline in, or reduce to duty N 

and obedience, either by ſufferings, 1 Azz. 12, 11. P/al. 39. 11. | 

— 116. 16. — 118, 18, Prov. 22. 15. Hoſ. 7. 15. Or by p 

Admonition, Job 20. 3. — 40.2. Prov. 31. 1. ſai. 8. 11. | 


Or by ones own Reflections, P/a/, 16. 7. See my Hebreau- | 
Ergliſb Concordance, Root 766, 
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32 The Example of Chriſt, 


and guide us, in the right Way of Virtue and 


Sanctity, to heavenly Glory! What manner of 


Love is this ? Love beyond all Words and Con- 


ceptions | Love, beyond all Images, Similitudes, 
Compariſon, or Example, that we have any Idea, 
or Notion, of! Love perfectly pure and heavenly, 
rational and diſintereſted z from the moſt gener- 
ous and excellent Motives, and for the nobleſt 
Purpoſes. „„ 
How beautiful and amiable is the Spirit and 
Behaviour of Jeſus! What a lovely, excellent 
Perſonage is the Son of God! How brightly doth 


he ſhine in all that can be the Perfection of in - 


telligent Nature! The Charms of his Goodneſs 
are powerfully attractive; and we muſt be inſen- 
ſible to all that is excellent, if we are not de- 
lighted with his Character, and ambitious to imi- 
tate it. See, O ſinful Man, the Lord of Life, 
willingly ſubjected to thine Infirmities and Temp- 


| tations, advancing before thee in the Road of 


Truth and Holineſs. See how he firſt trieth every 
Danger and Difficulty himſelf, to leſſen thy fears, 
and to inipire thee with Courage, in following 
him. See, with how much Solicitude and Ten- 


derneſs he points to where thou ſhouldſt tread, - 


and directs to ſteady Perſeverance in all right Ac- 
tions, Patience, and Submiſſion to the divine 
Diſpoſals, bearing thy Mind above all Allure- 
ments and Terrors, Oppoſition and Malice. And 


all, to ſecure to thee a ſafe and honourable Paſ- 


ſage, through all Trials and Events, to immortal 


Honour and Glory. 


« Ins ſtrongly demonſtrates the Malignity 
ce and Danger of Sin, the Excellence and infinite 
Importance of true Holineſs, and the prodi- 
« gious Value God has ſet upon the Human Na- 
; ; | | 6s t . 
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The Example of Chriſt, 53 
ture; and urges me very forcibly to love my 
God and Saviour, to devote my all to his Ho- 
nour, to prize and cultivate my Nature, which 
is my moſt ineſtimable Poſſeſſion ; and, above 
all Things, to be ambitious, diligent, and 


zealous, in eating the Fleſh of Chriſt ; that is to 


ſay, in practiſing the Inſtructions, and follow- 
ing the Example of my beſt Friend ; who hath 
given, ſacrificed, his Fleſh for the Support of 
my Life, or to make rhe virtuous and happy 
for ever. I bow my knees unto thee, O God 
and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Father 
of Glory, in humble Adoration and Thankful- 
neſs, that thou haſt ſent a Perſonage, ſo illuſ- 
trious, from thy Boſom; that, under the Infir- 
mities of our Fleſh, he might ſhew an Exam- 
ple of all moral Rectitude, perfectly ſuited to 
our Nature and Circumſtances, to ingage our 
Imitation, and to perfect our Minds for eternal 
Felicity. As thou halt graciouſly ſet ſo great a 


Value upon my Nature, and ſhewn ſuch high 
Regard to my Improvement in all that is ne- 


ceſſary to refine and raiſe it to it's higheſt Dig- 
nity and Happineſs; I beſeech thee, give me 
Wiſdom, that I may. not neglect thy Good- 
neſs, nor undervalue myſelf. Enlighten my 


Mind with the Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, that 


I may have clear and juit Apprehenſions of the 
noble End of his coming into the World; 
may with Seriouſneſs and Veneration, daily 


contemplate his Character, admire the Loveli- 


neſs of his diſintereſted, free, and diffuſive Be- 
nevolence, the Beauty of his Actions, the Stea- 
dineſs of his Conduct, and ſo be transformed into 


the ſame Image. I would always eſteem it my 


higheſt Honour, as well as Duty, to aſpire to a 
| | 5 ©« Con- 
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54 The Example of Chrif. 
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Conformity to the Example of a Friend and 
Bene factor ſo generous and excellent; who, in 
giving it, hath given the ſtrongeſt Proof of 
his Love to my Soul. May his Spirit and 
Temper reign in my Heart. May the ſame 
Mind of Goodneſs, Humility, and Beneficence 
be in me, that was in Jeſus Chriſt. May my 
Life be conſtantly governed by the ſame Prin- 
ciples, the ſame Love to God and Man, the 


ſame reſolved Adherence to Truth, and Reſiſt- : 


ance of Temptation, the ſame Submiſſion to 
thy Commands and Diſpoſals, the ſame Deſire 
to promote the Welfare of my Fellow-Crea- 
tures. So would I be condeſcending to Infe- 
riors, kind to the Diſtreſſed, mild and | forgiving 
to the Injurious. So would I be ſuperior to the 


Pomp and Wealth and Pleaſures of the World, 


patient and ſteady in Duty under any Hardſhips 
and Sufferings. I would not dare to indulge 
myſelf, in any Degree of Injuſtice, Pride, In- 
ſolence, or diſdainful Treatment of the meaneſt 
Perſons. Aſſiſt me in diſcharging my Breaſt, 
from all that is low and ſenſual; all that dark- 
ens, weakens, and debaſes my Spirit ; that I 
may gain a Freedom and Greatneſs of Mind, 

reſembling that of my bleſſed Saviour; that I 
may be able with Pleaſure to keep him always 
in view, and in every Caſe of Duty and Trial 
may habituate myſelf to reflect and judge how 
he would have acted; and may advance with 
Courage and Reſolution, in the rougheſt and 
moſt difficult Way of Duty ; when I ſee ſuch a 
Leader going before, to guide and animate my 
ſincere Endeavours. Thus would I daily feed 
upon Chriſt the Bread of Life; that, being 
ſtrengthned by his Example and Grace, I may 

«© walk, 
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Of drinking the Wine in the Lord's Supper. 5 5 


walk, as he alſo walked; and overcome the 
« Trials and Temptations of the World, as he 
0 alſo overcame; and ſo, at length, be advanced 
& to his Glory; and fitted for thy Favour and 


:. 


Service, in every noble and excellent Employ- 


« ment, throughout the Ages of Eternity. Hear 


me, through him, thy well- beloved SON. A- 


„ men! 


8 E crT [ O N . 
of drinking the Wine in the Lord's Supper. 


7 tba Concluſion of the paſchal Supper, 

and as the cloſing Act of that Solemnity, 

the Maſter of the Family, or Feſtival, took, and 
gave Thanks over, a Cup of Wine; drank of it 
himſelf, and ſo did every one preſent. This Cup 
our Lord transferred, and applied to the perpe- 


tua] Remembrance of himſelf. 
1 Cor. xi. 25. After the ſame manner, that is to 


ſay, with Thankſgiving to God, he took alſo the cup 
of Wine, when he had ſupped, or at the Concluſion 
of the Supper, ſaying, this cup of Wine is a Re- 
preſentation of he new Teſtament, Covenant, Grant 
of Favour, or Deed of Gift, which God of his 
infinite Mercy hath freely beſtowed on a ſinful 


periſhing World, and which is founded in the 


Merit of my bleed, my perfect Obedience to God 
and Goodneſs to Mankind : and as often as ye 
drink this Cup, do it in remembrance of me, by 
bringing me to your Minds, and reflecting with 


Joy and Thankfulneſs, upon the Bleſſings of the 


Goſpel, which I have purchaſed for you, | with my 
Blood, or Obedience unto Death. 


The 
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The Blood of Chriſt is, doubtleſs, his moſt 
erfect Character of Virtue and Holineſs. His 
lood is precious, not as Silver and Gold, or any 

material Things are precious, (1 Pet. i. 18, 19.) 


but as it is the blood of the Lamb of God, without 


ſpot and blemiſb; or ſpotleſs and unblameable in 
all Duty and Obedience to God; and in Love and 
Goodneſs to Men, through the whole Courſe of 


his Life; but principally in his Sufferings and 
Death. Which Sufferings, obſerve, are not to be 
conſidered either as natural or penal Evils; but as 


Circumſtances raiſing his Merits, his Obedience 


and Goodneſs to their higheſt Pitch and Perfec- 


tion. He became obedient to death, even the Death 
of the Croſs, that is to ſay, he performed the 


higheſt poſſible Inſtances of Obedience, Love and 
Goodneſs ; beyond which he could not carry his 
Submiſſion to God, nor give a ſtronger Inſtance 


of his Good-will to Men. For, as he himſelf 


juſtly obſerves, (John xv. 13.) greater Love hath 
m0 man than this, that à man lay down his Life for 
his Friends. Epheſ. v. 2. Chrift hath loved us, to 
ſuch an aſtoniſhing Degree, that he hath given 


himſelf for us, an offering and ſacrifice, to God, of 


a fweet ſmelling ſavour. Of a faveet ſmelling ſa- 
vour, as his Sacrifice, his Blood or Death, was 
a Diſplay of the moſt compleat Virtue and Ho- 
lineſs, the higheſt Perfection of intellectual Na- 
ture; and therefore, of all Things, the moſt 
pleaſing and delightful to God. Which moral 
Eminence is repreſented by the Emblem of 4 


Lamb, as it had been ſlain, or bleeding under the 


Butcher's Knife, Rev. v. 6. By a Laws, is de- 
noted his ſpotleſs Innocence and Purity, his 
Goodneſs and Benevolence, Compaſſion and Ten- 
derneſs, Meekneſs and Humility, ä 
| | an 
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in the Lord's Supper. = 


and Integrity, his Submiſſion and Obedience to 
God, his Hope, Truſt and Confidence in him. 
Thus he is a Lams: and his invincible Adhe- 
rence to all theſe is ſignified, by his BEING SLAIN 3 
or ſubmitting to the Butcher's Knife, rather than 


decline, or recede from, any Inſtance of Truth 


and Duty. 
Tavs the Blood of Chriſt ſignifieth ks moſt 


perfect Character of Virtue and Holineſs ; and ſo 
it coincides, Or is the ſame with his EX AMpLE, or 
the moſt perfect Conformity of his Actions to his 
Docrkixk, already explained. 

Bor in the Lord's Supper the Blood of Chriſt 
is not to be conſidered ſimply in this View. For 
our Lord expreſly tells us, that his Blood, or 


perfe& Obedience and Goodnels, (repreſented by 


the Wine) 1s to be conſidered as ſtanding in rela- 
tion to the New Teſtament, or Covenant of 
Grace, the Deed of Gift, the Grant of Favour 


and Bleſſings, which God in Chriſt hath freely 


beſtowed on Mankind. And conſequently, in 
this reſpect, the Blood of Chriſt is to be regarded, 
as the Object, not of Imitation, but of Joy and 
Exultation. For as Bread firengtheneth, ſo Wine 
maketh glad, ihe Heart of Man, Plal. civ. 15. 
But, in what manner doth the Biood, or per- 
fect Obedience and Goodneſs of Chriſt, ſtand in 
Relation to the Covenant of Grace ? Briefly and 
plainly thus: „On account of Chriſt's moſt 
perfect Obedience and Goodneſs, God was 
« pleaſed to grant unto Mankind all the Blef- 
« {ings of the Covenant, ſo far as they can be 
* freely g given; even as on account of Abraham's 


06 Obedience, in being ready, at the Command 


* of God, to facrifice his only Son, God confer- 


< red upon his Poſterity, the whole Nation of the 
| H 66 © Iſraelites, 
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* Tfraclites, peculiar Privileges, above all other 
« Nations, Gen. xxii. 16, 17, 18. — xXxvi. 4, 5. 
& Or, as God was pleaſed to grant, for the En- 


“ couragement of our Faith, Patience, and Con- 
40 ſtancy, the Revelation of the future State of 


& the Church, in Honour of our Lord's Wor- 
e thineſs, or Merit, Rev. v. 1—10. And as 
the Scripture gives us theſe, and ſeveral other un- 
deniable Inſtances of Bleſſings beſtowed upon 
ſome on account of the Virtue and Piety of others; 
and as our Intereſt in the freely given Bleſſings of 
the Covenant are, next to the Grace of God, 
conſtantly aſſigned to the Righteouſneſs, or, which 
is the ſame Thing, to the Croſs, Blood and Death 
of Chriſt, we may reit ſatisfied, that Chriſt's 
moſt excellent Character of univerſal Holineſs was 
honoured, with the free Donation of thoſe Bleſ- 


ſings upon us; and that infinite Wiſdom ſaw, 


this was the fitteſt and propereſt way of granting 
them to Mankind. Rom. v. 18. As by the offence 
of one Adam, ] Judgment came upon all men to Con- 
demnation; even ſo, by the Righteouſneſs of one Je- 
ſus Chriſt,] 2% free Gift came upon all men, unto 
Juſtiſication of life. 

Trvs the Connection between Chriſt's Righte- 
ouſneſs, or moral Excellence, and God's free 
Gift, of Pardon and eternal Life, is very obvious, 


intelligible, and rational. It is the ſame, as the 
Ponne tion between Merit and Reward, eminent 


Virtue and Honour, which all the World clearly 


underſtands, and univerſally allows to be right 


and fitting. Nor 1s there, in Scripture, any other 
Principle t to be found, beſides this, upon which a 


Connection between Chriſt's Blood, and the Do- 


nation of Goſpel-Bleſſings can be eſtabliſhed : 


Nor can the Nature of thoſe Bleſſings require any 


other 
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other Principle of Connection. For certainly the 


great God may reward eminent Virtue and Me- 
rit, with any Bleſſings or Honours, which his 
Goodneſs can freely beftow, either upon the Agent 
himſelf, or upon others for his ſake. And to 
beſtow Bleſſings upon great Numbers, in Honour 
of the Virtue and Worth of ſome one excellent 
Perſon, is highly becoming of the Goodneſs of 
God, as it is the moſt effectual Way to excite the 
wiſe and benevolent to the moſt heroic Virtue, 
and to recommend Virtue and Goodneſs, to thoſe 
that are benefited by them; and ſo every way to 
promote the trueſt Excellency, Honour and Hap- 
pineſs of rational Creatur Ss. | | 
It is in this Senſe, I apprehend, that our Lord 
gave himſelf a ranſom for all, 1 Tim. ii. 6; made 
atonement for the fins of the people, Heb. it. 17; 
and is the propitiation for the fins of the whole world, 
1 John ii. 2. —iv. 10. It is in this Senſe, I con- 


ceive, that our Lord, by Bis own blood purchaſed 


the church, and, conſequently, all the Bleſſings 
whereby it is made holy and happy; and obtained 


eternal Redemption for us; not as from one un- 


willing to grant them; but as from one, who, 
being graciouſly\determined to grant them, made 
this, by a wiſe Diſpenſation, the Condition of 
granting them : and in fo doing greatly magni- 
fied his Goodneſs, by giving them in a way the 
moſt proper to promote Virtue and Holineſs, 
without which we cannot fally enjoy them. In 


ſhort, our Lord purchaſed Redemption for us, 


not as Goods are purchaſed in Commerce: but 
as the Hero purchaſes renown for himſelf, 
and Deliverance, or any other Benefit, for his 
Country by brave and worthy Actions, by ſur- 
mounting Difficulties and Dangers, &c. And 
H 2 in 
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in this way of purchaſing, God, by a moſt wiſe 
Conſtitution, or Schome of Government, hath 
ſhewn many illuſtrious Characters to the World, 
which otherwiſe would not have appeared in it; 
and hath conferred many and great Bleſſings upon 
Mankind in civil and temporal, as well as in ſpi- 
ritual Affairs, which could not have been ſo be- 
neſicially effected by an immediate act of his own 
Power and — [See Key 70 the apoſtolic 
WY tings, Y I 5O—1 55. | 

Rom. iii. 24. We ore juſtified freely by the Grace 


of God, through the redemption that is in Feſus Chriſt, 
Epheſ. 1. 7, 8. In Chriſt we have redemption through 
his Blood, even the forgfeneſs of fins, according to 
the riches of the grace of God, our Father; wherein 
he hath abounded towards us in all wiſdom and pru- 


dence. © 
TRE Bleſſings of the New Teſtament, or Cove- 


nant, freely beſtowed upon us in Chriſt, are all com- 
prehended in that immenſe Promiſe, Gen, xvii. 7. I 


WILL BE AGODUNTO THEE z Which, as explained by 
our Lord and his Apoſtles, includes an Intereſt 
in all the Perfections of God, as our Father and 
Friend, in the Care and ProceRtion of his Pro- 


vidence, and in all the Proviſion made by his 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs for our eternal Salvation, 


diz. our Election, our High calling to the King- 
dom and Glory of God, our Adoption ; the Mit. 
ſion, Exaltation, Prieſthood and Interceſſion of 
Chriſt; Freedom of Acceſs to the Throne of 
Grace, the Remiſſion of Sin, Aſſurance of Ac. 
ceptance; the Inſtructions of God's Word, the 
Benefit and Comfort of his Ordinances, the Af 


ſiftances of his Spirit; the Reſurrection from the 


dead, and the Inheritance of eternal Life. Bleſ- 


ſings infinitely * far above all the Glories, 
Treaſures, 
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Treaſures, Honours and Delights of this World * 
and, when we have gained a juſt Senſe of them? 
and have faithfully improved them, will be the 
Admiration and Joy of our preſent Life and 
our unſpeakable Happineſs in that which is to 
come. 

1 Cor. ii. 9. He hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the Heart of Man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love lum. 
But God hath revealed them unto us. 

iii. 21, 22, 23. All things are ours: tohe- 
ther the world, or life, or death, or things preſent, 
or things to come; all are ours; and we are Chriſt's; 


and Chriſt is God's. 


Tris is the delicious Wine, the rich Cordial 
of which we drink, in the Lord's Supper. And 
all theſe ineſtimable Bleſſings God beſtows, with 
all the Affection and Tenderneſs of a Father to 
his Children; with all the Kindneſs of a Friend 
to the Objects of his Love. To Sinners, to the 
greateſt of penitent Sinners, he gives liberally; 
he pardons abundantly ; and hath appointed this 
Ordinance as a Token and Seal of his Covenant, 
for the perpetual Memory of the Riches of his 
Goodneſs, that we might have ſtrong Conſola- 
tion, and drink abundantly of the Rivers of his 
Pleaſures. 

CHRISTTAN, think ſeriouſly. Here in this Or- 
dinance you have a public and ſenſible Aſſu- 
rance, that your Sins, ſincerely repented of, are 
forgiven ; no more to be remembred againſt you; 
that Sin, ſtriven againſt, ſhall have no Dominion 


over you; that under every Temptation and 


Trial, looking to God for Help, you ſhall be 
accom and enabled to bear, and to overcome; 


that, faithfully adhering to God and Duty, the 
Lord 
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Lord Feſus Chriſt himſelf, and God even our Father; 
who hath loved us, and given us everlaſting conſolation, 


and good Hope, through Grace, will comfort your 


Heart, and ſtabliſb you in every good Word and Work 
and you ſhall be kept, by the Power of God, through 


_ Faith, unto Sakvation, Notwithſtanding your In- 


firmities and Dangers, you ſhall perſevere ; for he 
will confirm you unto the End, that you may be blame- 
leſs in the Day of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Rom. xv. 13. The God of hope will fill you with 
all joy and peace in believing ; that ye may abound in 
hope, through the Power of the Holy Ghoſt. | 
I Theſſ. v. 23. The God of peace will ſanctify 
you wholly ; and your whole ſpirit, and ſoul, and body, 


ſhall be preſerved blameleſs, unto the coming of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Faithful is he, that calleth you; 
who alſo will do it. 

Rom. viii. 38, 39. For Jam perſuaded, that nei- 
ther Death nor Life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things preſent, nor things to come; 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, ſhall be 


able to ſeparate us from the Love of God, which is in 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Rom. viii. 32. He that ſpared not his own Son, 


but delivered him up for us all, how ſhall he not with 


bim, alſo, freely give us all things? 


CHRISTIAN, peruſe the exceeding great and 
precious Promiſes of the Goſpel ; and be aſſured, 
that, if you value and eſteem them, it you really 
chooſe them for your Portion, all the Grace and 


Glory, all the Aſſiſtance and Comfort, all the 


Salvation and Felicity therein contained, as great 

as they are, are all your own for evermore. 
CHRISTIAN, remember: The Throne of the 

moſt High God, furrounded with the glorious 


| Hoſts of Heaven, ſtands always open to your 


Prayers 
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Prayers and Supplications ; and coming to God, 
with a true and ſincere Heart, you may ſpread 
all your Cares and Wants and Fears, all your 
Diſtreſſes, Difficulties, and Dangers, before the 
ſupreme Majeſty, your Father in Heaven, in full 
aſſurance of a favourable Audience and ſuitable 
Relief. Jeſus, the High-prieſt of our Profeſſion, 
enter'd into the Holieſt, the higheſt Heavens, 
not with the Blood of Bulls and Goats, which 
were only figurative Repreſentations of moral Rec- 
titude; but with his own Blood, the real Righte- 
ouſneſs of his own Life, and the ſubſtantial Obe- 


dience and Benevolence of his own Death, which 
he preſented before God, his Father; and which 


God, his Father, accepted as a proper Atone- 


ment for Sin, or as a juſt Ground and Reaſon 
for conferring upon Mankind all the Bleſſings of 
the Covenant of Grace, and upon the Redeemer 
himſelf univerſal Power and Dominion. And 
from thenceforth he, as a Perſon of the higheſt 
Eſteem and Intereſt with God, and of the great- 


eſt Good-will to Men, became our High- prieſt 


for ever, to officiate in things pertaining fo God 3 
to appear in the Preſence of the moſt High, the 
Lord and Judge of all, on our behalf, as a Mi- 
niſter and Mediator between God and Man, as 
our Advocate and Interceſſor, our Agent to ne- 
gotiate our Affairs in the Court of Heaven; as 
the Surety and Sponſor of the Covenant, to aſcertain 
the Execution and Accompliſhment of all it's 
Bleflings; by whom they are all conveyed to us; 
and through whom, our fincere, though imper- 
fect Services, are rendered acceptable to God. 
As it is the good Pleaſure of God, to convey to 
us his Gifts by intermediate Means and Agents ; 
as he gives us Sight, by the. Mediation of the 
Sun; 


— — — 
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Sun; and makes the Earth fruitful, by the Me- 
diation of Clouds and human Induſtry ;. as he 
communicateth Inſtruction, and relieveth our 
Diſtreſſes by the Mediation of the ſkilful and 
benevolent: (which Diſpoſition of Things no 
Man was ever yet ſo abſurd as to diſpute ) ſo 
by the Mediation of his well-beloved Son, a glo- 
rious Perion every way qualified for the Pur- 
poſe, he wiſely communicates to us all ſpiritual 
Bleſſings in this, and, I ſuppoſe, in the eternal 
World. 1 
1 John ii. 1. My Hittle Children, I write unto 
you, that ye fin not. And if any man have ſinned, 
we have an Advocate with the Father, even Jeſus 
Chriſt the righteous, the kind, the benevolent. 
Hieb. vii. 24, 25. who is able to ſave to the utter- 
moſt, thoſe that come unto God by him; ſeeing he 
ever livetb, to make interceſſion for us. Rom. viii. 
33, 34. Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of 
Ged's elet? It is God that juſtiſietb. Who is he 
that condemneth £ It is Chriſt that died, yea rather, 
I hat is riſen again, who is even at the right hand of 
God, in the higheſt State of Power, Honour and 
Friendſhip with God, who alſo maketh Interceſſio 
or us. | 
4 Of which his Interceſſion we have a very cu- 
rious and comfortable Specimen, in the ſeven- 
teenth Chapter of St. John's Goſpel. He loved 
us on Earth, and remembers us with the ſame 
Affection in Heaven: and as he prayed and 
pleaded for us on Earth, he may, with the ſame 
Propriety, pray and plead for us in Heaven, For 
his Grace, and our Neceſlities, are ſtill the ſame 
and our Supplies muſt ſtil] be derived from the 
ſame Fountain, the Bounty of the one God and 


Father of all, to whom the Homage, Prayers and 
N Worſhip 
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Worſhip of all Ranks of Beings, from the loweſt 
to the highett, is due; as all depend abſolutely 
upon him, and from him alone muſt receive all 
Good. | 
_ He is a merciful and compaſſionate High- 
prieſt, who can be touched with a feeling of out 
Infirmities, having in all points been tempted as we 
are, yet without Sin. It pleaſed God, that all 
Fulneſs ſhould dwell in him, a Fulneſs of Godhead 
and Dominion, of Grace and Truth, which an- 
ſwers all our Wants, and renders him a compleat 
Saviour. He ever liveth, and therefore is an 
everlaſting Friend, ready upon all Emergencies, 


and will never leave any of his faithful Servants in 


a deſtitute, : comfortleſs Condition. 

HRE then, Chriſtian, you may re!T your 
whole Dependence ; here you ſhould fix the At- 
tention of your Mind, and the ſtrongeſt Deſires 
and Hope of your Soul; even upon the Salva- 
tion, which is in Chriſt ; as being every way cer- 


tain, perfect, and compleat. Here is Pardon and 


Life, Grace and Glory, Succour and Supply; 
and all that the Munificence of God hath pro- 
vided for us. Here is Joy, Pleaſure, Comfort, 
Life ; all, that can give the higheſt Reliſh of ra- 
tional Being; and all, that can ſupport the moſt 
ſolid and charming Hopes, with regard to our 


future Exiſtence. This Salvation, you ſhould 


9 


_ and Happineſs, 


cloſely ſtudy ; this, you ſhould cordially embrace 
in this, you ſhould always rejoice; making it 


your daily Endeavour to be deriving Conſolation 


from this overflowing Fountain of Felicity. | 
* Hab. 


* But our Lord's Mediation and Interceſſion may include 
the whole of his managing and tranſadling the Affairs of our 
Salvation in any other reſpect, conducive to our Excellence 


Ss 
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Hab. iii. 18. I will rejoice in the Lord, and joy 


tn the God of my Salvation. 
Pſal. xcii. 4, 5. For thou, Lord, haſt made me 
glad through thy work, I will triumph in the works 


of thy hands. O Lord, how great are thy works, 


and thy thoughts ore very deep. 

Epheſ. i. 3. Bleſſed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us with all ſpi- 
ritual Bleſhngs in heavenly things by Chriſt. 

And all this Proviſion for our Pardon and 
Sanctification is through the Blood of - Chritt. 
How deteſtable then is Sin to God, how abſo- 
lutely inconſiſtent with our own Excellence and 
Happinets, how dreadful and pernicious muſt it 
be in it's Conſequences, when infinite Wiſdom 
judged nothing leſs than the Sacrifice of his well- 

eloved Son, that great and moſt excellent Per- 
ſonage, a proper Mean to deliver us from the Guilt 


and Power of it? 


Ap, as all the Bleſſings of the Covenant are 
given us, in Honour and Reward of our Lord's 
moſt perfect Character of Holineſs, this ſtrongly 
recommends that Character to our Imitation; ſee- 
Ing it is the Reaſon or meritorious Caule of ſo great 
Bleſſedneſs to us, even of our eternal Salvation: 
this ſhews the great Value of true Holineſs in 


the Sight of God; the abſolute Neceſſity of it, in 


order to our Acceprance and Happineſs ; and that 
whatever we do, in Conformity to our Lord's 

Example, will alſo be certainly rewarded and 
honoured. Laſtly, this gives a moſt charming 
Idea of the Love of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, 
to advance us in all Perfection and Felicity, freely 
gave himſelf to ſuffer Death for us, and is till 
carrying on the ſame benevolent Deſign, by appear- 

ing in the Preſence of God for us. 


AND, 
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Axp, whereas it is our Duty and Privilege, to 
draw nigh unto God, for ourſelves; it is ” molt 
proper and fitting, that we ſhould draw nigh unto 
him, in every Act of Worſhip, by the Blood of 
Chriſt, or by Faith in his Blood; that is to ſay, 


with ſuch Thoughts and Meditations in our 
Minds, as the Blood of Chriſt, ſhed for the Re- 


miſſion of Sin, doth naturally ſuggeſt. For thus 


we ſhall contemplate the ſureſt Pledge and ſtrong- 


eſt Confirmation, of the Love and Mercy of God 
to our Souls, for the Encouragement of our Hope; 


and thus our Breaſts will be ſprinkled, or purified 


from ſenſual and earthly Affections, and we ſhall 
bear upon our Hearts a Senſe of the moſt perfect 


Duty and Goodneſs : and ſo, we ſhall come unto. 


God, in the moſt acceptable Manner ; for we 
ſhall come in that ze and living Way, by which 
our Lord himſelf entered into the Holieft, He 
entered by his own Blood, his moſt perfect Obe- 


dience and Goodneſs, highly delightful to God : 


and nothing can be more pleaſing to God, than 
to ſee us come unto him in the ſame Way; 
namely, with the Image of his Son upon our 
Hearts. And it will greatly contribute to our 
Improvement in a Conformity to the Son of 
God, in all moral Excellence, to revive conti- 
nually the Idea and Senſe of it, in our Minds, in 


all our ſolemn Addreſſes to the Throne of Grace. 


And this very thing, our Improvement in all 
moral Excellence, 1s ; the great End and Deſign 
of the Whole, and of every Part, of our Redemp- 
tion by Jeſus Chriſt. 

« And to this Purpoſe, what a noble Apparatus 
cis here provided? What a ſurprizing Diſplay of 
*© the manifold Wiſdom of God? What a glo- 
e“ rjous Scheme, in every View, adapted to fur- 

* 2 % niſh 
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« niſh my Mind with the moſt excellent and di- 
„ vine Principles, and recommending itſelf to 


© my impartial Reaſon, and juſteſt Apprehen- 
0 fjons of Things, as in every Reſpect worthy of 
„ God, conſiſtent with itſelf, and ſuited to the 
0 horal Circumſtances of Mankind ? | 
c No Wonder if Redemption by Chriſt is fo 
& much extolled, and his Blood and Croſs are ſo 
& much celebrated; in the Writings of the Apo- 
ce ſtles, who had the cleareſt View and deepeſt 


c Senſe of the Love and Wiſdom of God, in 
Chriſt Jeſus.” [The preaching of the Creſs is the 


Power of Ged, and the Wiſdom of God, Gal, vi. 
x4. God forbid that T fhould glory, ſave in the Croſs 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by which the Werld is 
crucified to me, and J unto the world.) © By the 


La) 


« Blood and Croſs of Chriſt, we are reconciled 


„% to God, and are at peace with him; are raiſed 
© above all the beſt and worſt of the World, and 
* made to fit, together with Chriſt, in heavenly 
© places. Our Robes, the Habits of our Minds, 
* are waſhed, and made white in the Blood of the 
* Lamb; we are adorned with all ſpiritual Excel- 
66 Jehcies, and attain to the Honours of the Chil- 
% dren of God, and to a far more exceeding and 
6 eternal weight of Glory. 

This is the Cup, the ſpiritual Wine, the di- 
ce vine Cordial, of which we drink, in the Lord's 


CC Su Ws 4 : 
Luke i ji. 14. Glory to God in the big beſt, on earth 


eace, Good-will towards men. Plal. cvii. 8. Oh 
that men would praiſe the Lord, for his goodneſs, and 


or his wonderful works to the children of men, 


Phil. iii. 8. J count all things but loſs, for the Ex- 
eellency of the Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. 
Rom. viii. 1. 2. ere i 175 ww, no Condemnation to them 

_- that 
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that are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after the 
Halb, but after the ſpirit. Rom. vi. 6. Our old man 
ts crucified with him, that ihe body of ſin might be 
deſtroyed, that henceforth we ſbould not ſerve fin. 
x Cor. vi. 20, We are bought with a price: and 
therefore are obliged to glorify God in our body, and 
in our ſpirit, which are God's. 2 Cor. v. 15. Chriſt 


died for all; that they which live, ſhould not thence- 


forth live unto themſelves, but unto him which died 


for them, and roſe again. 1 Cor. xv. 55, 57. O 
death, where is thy jting * O grave, where is thy 


wvittory ? Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 
—— h Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Rev. i. 5, 6. Unto 
7 Chriſt, the faithful witneſs, the firſt-begotten 
of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the 


earth, who hath loved us, and waſbed us from our 
fins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and 


prigſis unto his God and Father ; to him be glory and 
dominiou for ever and ever. Amen. Rev. v. 11, 
12, 13. Let the angels round the throne, and the 
whole chriſtian church ſay, with a loud voice, Worthy 
is the Lamb, that was ſlain, to receive power and 
riches, and wiſdom, and firength, and honour, and 
glory, and bleſſing. Bleſſmg and bonour, and glory 


and power, be unto him that fitteth upon the throne, 


and to the Lamb for ever and ever. 
« O my God! the molt amiable and excellent 


Nature! the Light, Life and Joy of the whole 


* Univerſe! there is nothing, in all the World, 


worth thinking of in compariſon of thy Love: 


« nothing worth v deſiring but the Hope of eternal 
* Life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 

« [I thank =—_ O Father, for Freedom of 
* Acceſs to the Throne of thy Glory; which thy 
great Goodneſs hath made, to the ſinful Chil- 


« rep of Men, a Throne of Grace and Hp ; 


«6 chat, 


70 Of drinking the Wine 1 
that, with Comfort and Affurarfce, under all 


©« our Unworthineſs and Neceſlities, we might 


% converſe with thee, our God and Father, and 
% ſpread all our Wants before the Eyes of thy 
«© Compaſſion. I draw nigh to thy awful Pre- 
« fence, by the Blood of Jeſus, the new and liv- 
« ing Way, in which he himſelf, as the High- 
4 prieſt of our profeſſion, entred into the Holieſt; 
© namely, with the Attention of my Mind, and 
* the real Deſire of my Heart, fixed upon that 
ſpotleſs Obedience to God, and Goodneſs to 
„ Men, which reigned in his Soul, when he gave 


a 


* 


— 


* 


-< it, an offering for Sin; and alſo, with a full 


<« perſuaſion of thy Mercy, and favourable Ac- 
s ceptance, through him, thy well-beloved Son. 
& ] would admire thy Wiſdom, in forming the 
* plan of our Redemption, and adapting it, in 
s every reſpect, to our exigencies ; that we might 
< be raiſed to the joyful views of eternal Life, in 
* ſuch ways as are moſt proper to purify our 
& Hearts, and to fit us for the Enjoyment 
= off. 3 
«© 1 am not my own, to live to myſelf, ac- 
“ cording to the Dictates of my own irregular 
“ Aﬀections and Appetites : I am bought with 
« a price, the precious Blood of thy Son, as of a 


& Lamb without Spot or Blemiſh 3 and therefore 


« am under the higheſt Obligations to glorify 
& God, in my Body, and in my Spirit, which 
are God's. Deliberately and ſincerely 1 dedi- 
% cate all I am, and all I have, to thy Honour 
„ and Service, O my God. May my Body, in 
„ Temperance and Chaſtity, be the unpolluted 
“ Temple of the Holy Spirit: May my Will be 
„ always reſolved into thine : my Affections con- 
4 ſtantly directed and limited by the Rules of di- 
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vine Wiſdom, and the Hope of eternal Life; 
and may every Capacity and Enjoyment be 
employed in promoting the Life of God in my 
Soul, and in advancing the Welfare of my 
Fellow- creatures. | 
In the Blood of thy Son thou haſt eſtabliſhed 
the Covenant of thy Grace, even the munifi- 
cent Gift of all Goſpel Bleſſings, to ingage our 
Hearts to the Obedience of thy Will, that we 
might live in a manner worthy of thy Love 
and Goodneſs. The Covenant of the Lord 
my God, it is the Deſire and Purpoſe of my 


Soul to keep, by living ſoberly, righteouſly, 


and godlily, in this preſent World; that I may, 
upon a ſolid Foundation, look for the bleſſed 
Hope, and the appearing of the Glory of the 
great God, and of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


O Father of Lights, from whom comes every 


good and perfect Gift, enlighten the Eyes of my 
Underſtanding in the Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt; 
that, having clear and juſt Conceptions of the 
Grace and Wiſdom of Redemption, thy Love 
may always be the Joy and Delight of my Soul, 
and the Principle of my whole Life, inlarging 
my Heart in the ways of thy Commandments, 
guarding and ſtrengthning me againſt all Temp- 
tations, comforting me in all my Sorrows, re- 
fining my Affections from all that is ſenſual and 
earthly, and raiſing them to all that is ſpiritual 
and heavenly. | | 
« As thou haſt, in the holy Supper, appointed 
Wine, which maketh glad the Heart of Man, 
to repreſent the ſpiritual Refreſhment, which 
flows from a Senſe of thy Love in Jeſus Chriſt ; 
grant that, by ſerious Reflections, and the In- 
fluences of thy Holy Spirit, I may be ſo rightly 
| e diſpoſed 
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e diſpoſed to celebrate the Riches of thy Grace 
« in this Ordinance, that all my Fears and Un- 
& certainties being diſſipated, I may feel the Com- 
* fort of thy forgiving Mercy, and of my Share 
* in all the Bleſſings of the Goſpel; and ſo may 
% rejoice in an unſeen Redeemer, with Joy un- 
% ſpeakable and full of Glory. Thus may I be 
% cheared and ftrengthned to advance with Ala- 
** crity, Integrity, and Perſeverance in my Chrit- 
* tian Courſe under thy Guidance, Support, and 
„ Protection, *rill I ſhall finiſh it with Joy, and 
« have an Entrance miniſtred unto. me abun- 
« dantly, into the everlaſtin Ming dom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; — feaſt 
upon the Joys of Immortality, thfoügh Jeſus 
« Chriſt; to him be Glory and Dominion for 
« ever. Amen! 


